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remaining. Heads of their late Vindication. They 
proceed, | T-" ora won 


III. To give an account of their not fiening the Ad- 
vices of their Brethren on t other fide, but ſending diftint# 
Mes of their own. | : r 
They ſay, We mui? here obſerve to the Reader, that 
ve were prevented from concurring with them in confidering 
and palin their Advices during the time we were figning 
fur Declaration, which * thought ourſelves obliged to 

2 as 
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| as the firſt Step that ought to be taken. That they were 
prevented from concurring with us, muſt be aſcribed 
to their own Choice, and to no juſt Occaſion given by us 
The Caſe ſtood thus. When the Aſſembly met, they cat. 
led for the Order of the Day. We inſiſted upon proceed- 
ing according to the laſt Adjournment, which left this 
Vote in our Minutes, That we ſhould proceed at 
our next meeting in conſidering the Paper of Advices 
before us, Paragraph by Paragraph. Several were 
for ſetting that Vote aſide; that is, as we took it, to 
ſet aſide what we came together upon. We apprehen- 
75 not our Meeting to be to make Declarations, much 

els in Human Forms, which were proteſted againſt 
from the beginning. When it was urged, that our 
laſt Minute might be ſet afide, it was asked, Who muſt 
ſet it afide ? and whether it could be revoked any o- 
ther way, than by the Vote of the Majority, by 
which it was made? In order therefore to know 
the Senſe of the Aſſembly, we yielded ſo far, as to 
conſent that the Queſtion ſhould be put afreſh, Pr- 
ceed, or Not. Our Brethren on the other ſide in- 
ſiſted, that the 2 ſhould be, Declare, or Nit | 
declare. We thought That which ſtood upon our Mi- 
nutes as already determined, had a plain right to the | 
Precedence : But ſome moved, as an Expedient, that | 
the Queſtion ſhould be, Proceed, or Declare firſt. In | 
the Conteſts about theſe Queſtions, neither were put, 
before our Brethren were pleaſed to leave us. And 
now who had moſt reaſon to complain of not being 
able to obtain the putting of their Queſtion, we 


Jeave'every one to judge. 115 
/ When our Brethren ſay, they were prevented from 
concurring with us in confidering and ang our Adui- 
| ces, we preſume they would not be underſtood to 
E | ſpeak in the Name of thoſe Brethren who 10 7 
did all they could from the very firſt to throw the Ad- 
vices out; or of thoſe who openly avow'd the _ 
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tion of quaſhing them, by hanging upon every Wart 

_—_ 97 TE 06 OO 
110 they came to think themſelves obliged to fn 
their Declaration, as the firſt Step that ought 0 be ta- 
un, we cannot apprehend, ſince they have not 
ſeen fit to inform us. To us it appears, that if 
they thought themſelves obliged to. do it art all, 
they might have done it on another Day; or have 
lodged it in a proper Hand to be ſubſcribed at leiſure 
by ſuch as deſired it, rather than juſt then, when the 
Alſembly, by a previous Agreement, were to go upon 
the Advices, which our Brethren had already ſo long 
delay d. However, as they herein purſued their 
judgment, ſo we took the Liberty to follow our 
own ; thinking it of greater Importance, and a Mat- 
ter which required more Expedition in preſent Cir- 
cumſtances, to conſult of the pacifick Methods proper 
to prevent Diviſions, or to heal them, than to poſtpone 
theſe for the ſubſcribing of human Forms, without any 
Authority requiring it; which we are not haſty to do 
at all, becauſe we think it a Practice that has already 
done too much miſchief in the Chriſtian World. 

They add, p. 9. Some Meſſages paſſed, (that is, af- 
ter they had withdrawn themſelves) in one of which 
we ſignify'd our Readineſs to return to them, after we 
had finiſhed the important Affair we. were about; but 
they in this Interval went on, and finiſhed ſome of them, 
and afterward fignified their Reſolution not to admit of 
any Alteration in thoſe which they had paſſed. 

The Meſſages to which our Brethren refer, were as 
follows. Upon their withdrawing from us, we ſent 
two Meſſengers © to inform them, that we were 
going upon the Advices, and ſhould be glad of 
their Company; and to know of them whether 
they deſigned to continue with us in conſidering 
* the Advices, or to ſeparate from us.” The An- 
ſwer returned ſome time after, was, To ſeparate 
- from us, and not proceed with us, till _ By: | 

| «© lineſs 
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tc ſineſs before them was at an end.” A conſider; 
ble time after this Anſwer was brought, and after ye 
had debated and agreed to the ſecond Prelim nary, 
and the ft Article of Advice, with ſeveral Alter. 
tions, and had made a large Progreſs in the ſecong; 2 
nother Meſſage came from the Brethren withdrawn. 
to acquaint us, That they had ſigned the f 
ee, Charch of Raglan, and the ihe 
and ſixth Anſwers of the Aſſembly's Catechiſm; and 
c to deſire ſuch among us, as pleaſed, to ſign with 
& them.” To which we returned the folloy- 
ing Anſwer, © That we could take no notice of 
* what our Brethren were doing in private, and 
<« ſhould be glad if they would return to their Plz 
ce ces in the Body.” A good while after this, they 
replied by their Meſſengers, © That they had been 
< doing in private what they had declared in pub- 
lick; and that they looked upon themſelves as 
© the Body of the London-Miniſters, and proteſted 
ce againſt what we were doing-” After which they 
all withdrew out of the Place, 5 
By this Account it appears what Readineſs our 
Brethren fignified (as they ſay) to return to us; and 
whether they can be ſaid to be prevented by any. 
but themſelves, from concurrring with us, and how 
juſtly we might reſolve not to admit of any Alteration in 
thoſe Advices,. to which upon a regular Debate we 
had agreed. Nor were the firſt three Articles, 
as we thought, of ſuch Conſequence in their 
account; but the fourth being the chief Article to 
which we ſuppoſed they would be like to demur, we 
deferred the Conſideration of that and the Remain- 
der for a whole Week; and in the mean time inyited 
every one of our Brethren: to conſider of theſe Ar- 
ticles along with us; but were ſo unhappy as te 
obtain the Company of very few of them. And 
A” there any reaſon Why we. ſhould. ſtand ny 
2 * 
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ſineſs 


not proceed upon the appointed and agreed 


Advices for Peace, &. 7 
ſineſs of the Day, while they ſeparated from us, and 
went upon a Matter not at all agreed by the Afem- 


> Will our [Brethren neither approve of what 


we did without them, nor vouchſate their Preſence to 
make things better ? 5 0! — 49 

As to the Preliminary Clauſes, we ſhall not diſpute 
the Decency of our Brethrens claiming them for 
their own; ſince, whoever firſt offered them, they 
were unanimouſly paſt in the Committee, and came 
down to our Body ſo reconimended : And if they 
had not been mentioned at all, would have been im- 
lied in the very Advices. But we refle& with Plea- 
* upon one Addition made to them in our Body, from 
what they were as ſent down from the Committee; 
namely, That People have a Right to judge FOR 
THEMSELVES what Errors will juſtify their 
withdrawing from their MinifFers : Which we have e- 
ſeemed the more ſignificant and neceſſary, ever ſince 
ve underſtood that twelve Gentlemen at Exeter did 


nf RTE Rs 2 | 2 
As to the Advices themſelves, our Brethren pro- 
ceed : Me take ſeveral of them to be too general and ob- 
ſcure, not ſufficiently accommodated to the Caſe of thoſe 
jor whom they were primarily and eſpecially deſigned. 
Wewiſh we could have had their Aſſiſtance to Pars 


made them more clear, and more uſeful ; to which 


they were invited by a general Summons, as has been 
already obſerved. But as our Advices now ſtand, 
we think them neither ſo general nor obſcure, but that 
they may be of ſervice in the World; and had been 
much more ſo, if, by having obſerved them our 
ſelves, we had placed them in that advantageous 
Light which the Example and Practice of all the 
Lodor-Miniſters would have given them: And we 
cannot but think this ought to have been in the prima- 
1 and ſpecial Deſign of them. 


They 


once take upon them to judge for two or three 
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$ AA DrENCI of the 
They ſay further, p. 10. They ſeem to carry 0b wife 
ble @ Partiality in favour of thoſe whom we think tu hab: 
gives juſt Ground of Diſcontent. Do the common Me-. 
thods of Equity between Man and Man, carry Parti- 
lity in them, when applied to the Proceedings of one 
Chriſtian Brother with another? The Laws of the Land 
-make Proviſion againſt condemning upon Suſpicion, or 
upon hearing one Side only: The Laws of the Goſpet 
forbid all uncharitable.Surmiſes ; and when Suſpicions 
are upon the juſteſt Grounds, They require us to 4 
as we would be done by. If the Recommendation of 
ſuch Rules, as are agreeable to common Equity, and to 
all the Dictates of Chriſtian Charity, muſt be termed 
Partiality, we cannot help it. But we think the 
Charge will much more properly'belong to thoſe who 
carried on a long Correſpondence 'at Exeter with ow Mt. 
Party only, and thereupon venture to.-publiſh to the 
World, that they think the ſuſpected Party had gives Ml. 
juſt Ground of Diſcontent : Lo thoſe who 8 | 
ted and prevented the ſending. of any Advices: till 
the Blow was given, and contended for qur declaring Wl 
our ſelves of the ſame Sentiments with one Party, as 
neceſſary, before we ſhould offer them any Advice ; 
_—_—  - Ls | CAPE TOR 41 | 
But what is the Evidence of this 200 vifible Par- 
tiality on our part? It follows, The People are ven 
ſtriłily tied up, but their Miniſters are not adviſed to 
be ſo free and open in declaring their Faith, and in giving 
that Satisfattion to their People, which we think the Duty 
of their Office, and what the mutual Peace and Comfort 
of thoſe in ſuch a Relation does require - We apprehend 
not that our Advices tie People up one jot more {tric 
ly, than the Rules of Chriſtian Charity neceffarily. 
oblige to; or than the Proteſtant; Principle, that the 
Scriptures are the only and the perſect Rule of Faith, 
ynavoidably requires. And we judge it very poſſi- 
ble, fairly and impartially to let the People know 
how we think they are to behave themſelves, f 
4 * 7 2 LES 5 cale 
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firen mean, that Meniſters bolld be Ty 


en _ Free 


4 open in — their Faith; in ords - 
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this to be the 52 of their Office; Nor por 
pace amd Comfort of a Chriftiari S_— 

to us, that nothing more cu reafonab 22 

A Mager for the ſatisfy Ving ok his in yo 
4/Cale; [than that he declare his Belief 'of what the 


Siprone makes part of the Chriſtian Faith, as t 


8 in queſt ion; and that he be willing up- 
po fer Occafion co give his Senſs df thoſe 


fe abe pure, in which | rhoſ Points of Filth 


ire delivered, in Beck Words as he thinks mo pro- 
per to convey his Senſe. 1 

"1 #"mnfifted on (ſay our Brethed) 655 ir Be only In 
the Caſe of ſeeking Advice with relation to Mitter thut 
are m farther charged, than with ꝙ Suſpicion of" 2 
falſe Bockrine, that ſuch Evi lente be produced 1. is. 


gh in Conrts of Fudicathre. 
How quite another thing tlie is Röm Sha 


we {iy in our IId. Advice, to which they refer, 


vl be ſeen by jult reading the Words. © If either 


8 © Miniſters, or other Chriftians, ſhould be charged 


* with not holding the Chriſtian Faith, or pro 84 
ting Opinions inconſiſtent With it; we Arend 

5 „ that no ſuch Accuſations ſhould be received by 
„ any, to whom Application ſhall be made for A 


vice upon ſuch Occaſions, unleſs the Accuſat ion | 


© be reduced to a Certainty, and two or more cre- 

* dible Perſons ſhall declare themſelves ready to 
" ſupport and juſtify it when called to = G15 
to be charged with not holding the Chrj jan Faith, 


or been ng Opinions — with * urely 1 — ; 


8 againſt Git Minister, tho we 
. into the" Conſideratioh of 


dvices; If dur Bre- 
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thing more than for a Miniſter to be uo farther chay- 


ęed than with a Suſpicion of holding falſe Doctrine. | 
15 there not all the pub. in the World, that - 
Infinuations, and publick ones too, tending to Scandal, 
ſhould be avoided? The Advice ſpeaks of a poſitive 
Charge; in which Caſe, what have our Brethren to 
object againſt a Rule of Equity required in humax 
Courts, and an Apoſtolical Canon in expreſs Words, 
| Not to receive an Accuſation againft an Elder, but before 
two or three Witneſſes? 1 Tim. 5. 19. Our Brethren, we 
dare ſay, will not queſtion the Reaſonableneſs of 2 
Divine: Command ; nor like a Method the worſe, 
becauſe it has been eſteemed a Matter of Natural 
Equity, and practiſed as ſuch in Courts of Judica- 
ture. rh 4; tes 127114; 1 2 
To what our Brethren offer as to Miſchiefs which 
may be ſuppoſed to enſue on a ſtrict Adherence to 
this Rule, we anſwer ; That Saſpicions have not al- 
ways their Riſe from Attempts made to corrupt others, 
Perſons conſcious of unacceptable Sentiments are 
uſually more upon the reſerve ; and conſequently do 
leſs harm than the Spreaders of doubtful Surmiſes. 
Moſt Suſpicions, which cannot be ſupported by Proof, 
are injected into the Minds of hone People by fin- 
gle: Perſons that go up and down propagating them, 
and meet with too much Encouragement in the World. 
A fingle Perſon, who is entirely diſſatisfy'd, may ſin- 
gly withdraw. And if two Perſons have been fingly 
applied to by the ſuſpected Party, they may join toge- 
ther in ſupporting an Accuſation. If that cannot be 
done, we muſt not vary from an equitable Rule, to 
avoid ſome poſſible Miſchiefs. And certainly a Mi- 
niſter s Reputation and Uſefulneſs are as conſiderable WM 
as a private Chriſtian's Convenience and Satisfaction. 
But we are told, p. 1 1. that a Man ſuſpefted F t 
dangerous Error, can if be pleaſes eafily clear himſelf t 
Suppoſe he cannot; the Danger of his Opinions Wh' 
may be greater from their Detection, than from 9 a 
FT PO ah n- 
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never yet 
difatisfied Party will be content with zo Kriptural 


Declaration, but infiſt upon the ſuſpected Perſon's 
eing to ſome Human Firm, as the Teſt, for his 


Cmpurgation this Perſon, tho he be of the ſame 
Faith with his Brethren, cannot, it may be, in Con- 
ſcience give in to a Method which makes the Words 
of Men appear neceſſary to ſtate an Article of Faith ; 


(and tho he ſhould have his Choice of uo or three Hu- 


man Forms given him, it would not alter the Caſe;) 
but thinks himſelf obliged to aſſert the Sufficiency 
and Perfection of Scripture and Chriſtian Liberty, 


by a Refuſal.” In this Caſe here is a Perſon firſt ſuſ-- 


jFed without any juſt Reaſon, and that Suſpicion 


confirmed by his refuſing to clear himſelf. in the way 
liſted upon, 3 riouſly ſpread to his Defa- 


mation. As the Principle above, is that upon which 


many of us, we are ſure, proceeded in e Re- 


fulal of Subſcription ; ſo ſome among us have found 
too much reaſon to complain, that, by our Bre- 
thren's eager puſhing of a Subſcription to human 
Forms, we have not always found it ſo eaſy t0 clear 
ur ſelves among weak People, as we had reaſon to 
hope upon the Proteſtant Principle. But we are ſo 

nuch ſatisfy d of the Juſtice of our Cauſe, and we 
ſee People's Eyes ſo much oPenINg, that we are a- 

bundantly encouraged {till chearfully to leave the 
Iſue to God. | | 


If our Brethren chuſe, upon.the. ſuſpefted Perſon's not - 


cearing himſelf by ſuch a way of Compurgation, (as 
they declare that they ſee no reaſon to the contrary). 
iu bear what a fingle difſatisfy d Perſon has to Jay, and 
" give their Advice upon it; we cannot doubt but in 


al future Caſes their Advice will be agreeable to the 
2 - Rales 


Advices fon Peace, &c 11 
Concealment. If he keeps them to himſelf, and 
jndges them not of ſuch Importance as to diſturb the 
Peace of a Congregation, by venting them, e could 
diſcern the Uſe of Tuqaiftory Methods to 
£< out a Man's private Sentiments. Or ſuppoſe the 
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Ritles ef Fe ty, to the Apoſtolicall Canon abo? 

mentioned, py Chriſtian Tenderticſs and: Brotheriy 

Love, aud to or oye which ſome late Qc- 

ctrrenoes have thei other excellent Fr 
1s (| 2 119 4421 

"Our 1 Head of- Mies has theſe Words: a. 1 

« = — 4 pu + ——ů— — infiſted on, we think 
1 That abe Hille is be only a 

« the fe Rule of Falth, * thoſs who have the 

e before them, nor to condemn any Man upon 
the Authority of himan Decilione, or becauſe he 

c conſents not to human Forms or Phraſes + But then 
< only is he to be eenſured as 1b holding the Faith 
64 neceſſary to Saldarion, When it appears that he con- 
tc tradigts, or reſuſes to own; the plain and expreſs 
<«< Declarations of Hbly Seri prure, in what is there made 
4 neceſſaxy to betioved, Ir — f Ar there 
5 folely revealed“ 

The Turn with which our Breehren begin their 
Remarks upon this, is very ſurprizing. om hence it 
ſeems; ſay they, p. 1 1. that in Points t n af fol 
Revelation, tho nereſſary to Salvation, Per ſous may cor- 
tradict, of refuſe to own the plain and expreſs Declan 
tion of Scripture about them, without being liable to Cen- 

Our Words will not admit of ſuch a Conſe- 
quence, if they be read as they ſtand Printed in our 
Authentick Account. 

But our Weben Have: opt fovetat of our Sn 
in their tranſcribing this part of our Advice, in 
which we took'care to be very diſtinct, and which we 
cannot think deſerves to be run over all in a Breath, 
as their way of printing would lead People to do 
The Reader muft not be allowed ſo much as ove (um- 
ma in above four Lines, that is, not one Opportu- 

oy ſo much as to take his Breath, or to make tho" 

ä Reffeckion, leſt peradventure he ſhould underſtand 
us differently from what onr Brethren did. Had 
the Comma been — after theſs Words, 1 6 
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believed, (as it was in our Account) this would ha- 
"ojally have led che Reader to obferve that theſ Aud) 
which follows, is not coputative, but "disjunttr „e, a8 


ir is frequently uſed in the beſt Exgli5 Writers; and 


that therefore our Senſe is, That a Man is to be cen- 


fur d, Cc. when he contradicts, or refuſes to own - 


the plain and expreſs Declarations of Scripture, 
EITHER in what is there made neceſſary to be 
bell ved, O R in matters there folely Revealed. 
But ſappoſing*the [And] to be copularive, yet by 
ting the Comma as above, theſe two things plain 
ly appear to be diſtinguiſh'd : There is alfo this Ad- 
vantage in reading it as a Copnlative, That, what is 
expreſſed in that member of the Sentence immedi- 
ately foregoing, is to be carried to this branch of 
the Period with which it is cloſed: Thus; in what 


ſo made neceflary which are] here ſolely revealed: 


e e ſays expreſly, That a Perſon © 


ir td be cenſurod when it appears that he contradifs, or - 
refuſes' to "own the plain and expreſs Declarations of 
Holy Serpture; in what is there made NE CE SSART 


When this part of the Advice was debated, that 


Text was particularly mention d; He that comet unto 
God muſt believe that He is, and that He is a Rewarder 

of them that diligently ſeek Him. It was urged, That 

to believe the Being of G O D, and Rewards for ſerv- 
ing him aright, is a part of Natorat Religion; but 
ſince the Scripture has made theſe things and others 
of the like nature neceſſary to be beligyed, He is cer- 


tainly to be cenſured as not holding = Faith neceſſary . 


u Salvation, who disbelieves theſe; t 
matters of pure Revelation. 


ho they be not 


— 


| We agree entirely with our Brethren, that ben 
there is a Diſſatiifactivn given, it is reafonable to ſuppoſe, © 
that it did not ariſe from the bare mentioning of the words 


of Sripeure, but from a falfe Interpretation of theni, and 
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14 A-DEFENCE-of the 
the advancing Notions contrary 20 their plain Senfe. It is 


reaſonable to ſuppoſe. this, becauſe it ſhould be fo, 2. 
mong all who own the Perfection of the Bible. And 
yet it ſhould ſeem, that ſome People have been ſo 
unreaſonable, as to be diſſatisfied. at this, where no 
falſe Interpretation had . been proved, nor any Notions 
advanced contrary to their plain Senſe. And as we 
joice to find our Brethren with us, in that which i 
ſo much the Senſe of our fourth Advice; ſo in retum 
we freely own, that a Perſon may no doubt be cen- 
{ured for his falſe Interpretation, or advancing Nitions 
contrary to the plain Senſe of Sripenre andy; but not 
for his adhering to the Words of Scripture. They who 
chuſe to tick to Scripture-Words alone, for expreſſing. 
matters which by reaſon of their Sublimeneſs they 
fear they ſhould .miſrepreſent by other words, are 
out of the caſe of thoſe, who have any Notions to r- 
tract that gave offence. And jet according to this Rule 
(ſay our Brethren). if the accuſed Party does but adhere 
ta the Words of Scripture, tho he will NOT RE- 
TRACT the Notion that gave offence, he muſt not be 
cenſured and condemned. When the Rule ſays en- 
preſly, That if any Notions are advanced by a Man, 
which appear to contradici Scripture, he IS, to be 
cenſured ; They ſay, according to this Rule, he 18 
We admire that our Brethren do not yet know what 
we. mean by human Deciſions, as they ſay, p. 12. For 
once we'll venture to tell them, that we mean all De- 
terminations of Men in Matters of Salvation. Their 
own following words contain a remarkable Inſtance. 
of ſuch human Deciſions, and one by which we. 
mould be as loth to be determined, as by moſt that 
ever were made; becauſe indeed we cannot but 
judge it to contain matter of very dangerous import. 
Their words are, This e conclude, t hat Perſons, tho 
deming the Authority of Men in Matters of Faith, may 
Jet judge ſome Propoſitions contained in words of their 
| | : I 5 f for mi Ig, 


Advices for Pence, &c. 17 


forming, to expreſs the Mind of God as truly, as if deli- 
der d in Scripture-Terms ; and then to reject ſuch Propoß- 
tions, is not merely to rejett a human Form, but to rejetct 


Jivine Truth. We deny not but that Perſons, without 
acknowledging the Authority of other Men in Mat- 


ters of Faith, may yet judge ſome: Propoſitions oon- 
tained in words of their framing, to expreſs the Mind 
of God as truly as if deliver d in Scripture-Terms: 
aud they who judge ſo, are at liberty to expreſs 
themſelves in thoſe Terms, if they pleaſe, and may 
doſo without owning the Authority of thoſe Men 
whoſe Terms they uſe. But that which we think of 
very dangerous Tendency, is the Concluſion drawn 
from this; Then to rejett ſuch Propoſitions, is not merely 
to rejeft a human Form, but to rejeci divine Truth. Cer- 
tainly it had been enough to have ſaid, that who- 
ever rejects a human Propoſition, which in fact is 
truly expreſſive of the Mind of God, rejects divine 
Trath. But to ſay, that a Man rejects divine Truth, 

becauſe he rejects a Propoſition which others judge 
to be ſo, looks like aiming at that Authority, which 
in this very Sentence our Brethren ſeemed to diſ- 
claim, Here the Judgment of ſome fallible Men, 
That a Propoſition contained in certain human Words 
expreſſes the Mind of God as truly as if delivered in 
Scripture-Terms, is made a foundation for this Con- 
eluſion; THE N to rejeft ſuch a Propofition, is not 
merely to rej ect a human Form, but to rejett divine Truths 


If it had been only ſaid, that then the Perſon who 


ſo judges, would be chargeable with rejecting divine 

Truth in reje&ing ſuch a Propoſition, it had been 

true : but it ſeems plain by all that follows, that it 1s 

intended with reference to a judging of other Peo- 

le. We can make no other Senſe of the Paſlage, 
t ſhould be glad to find ourſelves miſtaken. 


For our parts, we dare not- paſs wy ſuch Cenſure 


upon Men merely for refuſing human Terms in Matters 


Faith, as long as they adhere to the Vord: of 


GOD. 


on 
Pr 
; 1 
| 
4 
: a+ | 
[+ If 
1 
- 
2 
4 
[4 x | + 
7 
WEI... 
428 
: _, 
{| 
1 
Ih 
tas 24 
2 
3 
Þ **. 
: 4 1 
—_ 
: I 
* 6 
3 
: bf 
$3 
[1 "1 N 
LH 
4 
: F 9 
A 
i % 
t 
1 | 
* 
9 * 
' * 
| 1 
11 
. 
U 3 
£2 
* 
7 Fo by 
. 


ifs. 
1a 
Lect | 
490 
18 


5 — 


— l — — 
rene 2 
7 


AT www 2 — 


—— — — * 
. 


x6 


other hand, that he Mind of God i exprefſed in 
ume-Terms AS TRULY, ar nn thofe Words wr 0 


forming, and much more ſafely, If thoſe human 


Forms expreſs the Mind of God, then it may by 


ſhewn what Scriptures contain the ſame Senſe ; and. 
then/ the ſubſcribing boſe" Sorips e which do at 


leaſt as truly expreſs the Mind of God as ſuch Forms, 
muſt be 2 ſufficient Acknowledgment of that Divine 
Truth; and only imports, that he Who chuſes this 
w___ expreſſing his Faith, prefersSecripture-Words 
before any other. By the ſame Logick, that our 
Brethren call it a rejecting of divine Truth, 0 fe- 
ject a human Form which they approve; we might 
cal ſuch a Conduct preferring divine Truth be 


human Forms; and their rejecting Scripture-Forms 6 


inſuſficient without human ones, a rejecting both oi 
the divine Form, and the divine Tru tn. 
But they go on: The Scripture in theſe great Arti- 
cles muſt have a determinate Senſe. Ay, and in all o- 
ther Articles, little as well as great. Every part of 
Scripture, the Propherical and moſt Myſterious, even 
thoſe which neither our Brethren nor we pretend to 
underſtand, have a determinate Senſe. What then? 
It follows, I People hal dem what upon the ſtrongeſ 


Grounds I am bound to believe is the venl and determi- 
ate Senſe of the Holy Ghoſt, tho they flill make uſe of thi | 


words of Scripture, I cannot but conclude them to have 
venounced the Faith. We cannot but obſerve a Change 
of Perfon in this Paflage from the V that ſpoke. in 
the beginning of the Paragraph, and therefore would 
hope that only ſome ſingle bold Man has adventur d 


to ſay this in his own name, without conſent of the 


reſt of our Brethren. But pray, Sr, or Gentlemen, 


what if upon the ſtrongeſt Grounds Another thinks 
himfelf bound to deny, what you believe ? Who made 
your believing a Standard for 57. 'Faith? Or your 


- Gromls of Faith obliging to any, farther than the 


Strength 


| ADzrtxcrofitle YN 
60. 1 hope we may venture to judge di e 
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$ngth of chem can be made to appear? Muſt any 
believe jour determinate Senſe, whether they can diſ- 


cern your ſtrongeſt Grounds or no? If ſo, then at the 
top of this Paragraph you denied the Authority of Men 
in Matters of "Faith, only to aſſume it yourſelf.” For 
we muſt confeſs, we have hardly known this done- 
more authoritatively, even by thoſe very Men, who 
uſed to preface their Determinations with a YVifum- 
g nobis & Spiritui ſancto, and to point them at the 
cloſe with a thundering Anathema; than by this 
Concluſion of yours, that if People ſhall deny what up- 
on the ſtrongeſt Grounds you are bound to believe is the 
real and determinate Senſe of the Holy Ghoft, tho they 
ſtil make uſe of the words of Scripture, you cannot but 
conclude them to have renounc d the Faith. It is not al- 
ways ealy to come at the determinate Senſe, eſpecially 
inmyſterious Texts; and tho we- ſhould be ever fo 
much perſuaded that we have hit upon it in the 


eat Articles of Faith, yet we ſhould think our- 


elves moſt preſumptuous and unjuſt in concluding 
another to have renounced the Faith, becauſe he refuſes 
to own that Senſe of ours, or denies it to be in his 
Apprehenſion the Senſe of the Holy Gho#?, as long as 
he readily acknowledges the words of Scripture. If 
weſhould be miſtaken in our Senſe, (which is a Sup- 
poſition we would ever carry along with us as fal- 
lible Creatures) how raſh and falſe muſt the Cenſure 
have been? If we are in the right, and he in the 
wrong, yet renouncing the Faith is much too harſh an 
zpreffion for what, we doubt not, may be the 
caſe of a good Man, and a fincere Enquirer after 
Truth; who is ſo far from renouncing the Faith, that 
he firmly believes the Rule of it; and if he could 
but diſcern the ſtrong Grounds upon which we judge 
ourſelves bound to receive ſuch a Senſe of Scripture, 
would very willingly receive it too. 
But tis added, 1f my declaring this be called a cenſur- 
ng and condenining 3 help iti Certainly 
RR bot you 
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18 A DEFENCE of the. 


might help it, by - diſtinguiſhing. between the 
iſtaking of a Text; 4 difficult Text, On 2 difficult 
Subject, owned to be ſo on all hands; and renouncing 
the Chriſtian Faith: between the - Caſe of one who 
ſees your Grounds, and yet diſowns the Conclufiou ; and 
one who ſees them not, but thinks he ſees good reaſon 
to differ from you. In ſhort, tho the Scriptures have a 
determinate Senſe, yet every Man muſt judge of that 
Senſe for himſelf by the beſt Light and Helps afforded 
him; and another, who is as fully perſuaded, as you 
can be, that he is in the right, and may reckon it 
to be upon as ſtrong Grounds too, will have juſt as 
ane Ground to conclude. that you have renounced the 
atth, as you have to make that Concluſion concern- 
In anſwer. to the next Paragraph, Pag. 12, 13. it 
may ſuffice to ſay, that every Error, tho ever ſo 
ſmall, is a Breach upon the Emntireneſs of Chriſtian 
Faith ; and all proper Methods of Conviction are to 
be uſed, as we have opportunity, with any whom 
we apprehend to be in an Error: but they are only 
the things made neceſſary to be believed in order to 
Chriſtian Communion, or made neceſſary to Salvation, 
by expreſs Declaration of Scripture, that are the Terms 
of Chriſtian Communion or Acceptance with God, 
The Uſe of Conſequences from Scripture (of which 
our Brethren ſpeak, p. 13.) to come at and to illuf- 
trate Truth, is no Controverſy between us. But 
Matters in Scripture made neceſſary to Salvation de- 
pars uot upon Conſequences: The Doctrine of the 
eſurrection is not left to mere Conſequences. When 
our Lord proved it to the Sadducees — Scriptures 
which they owned, by a train of Conſequences, his 
very Inferences were infallible and divine: He who 
drew the Conſequences, could not err in drawing 
them; which cannot be ſaid of any merely human, 
however uſeful and inſtructive they may be. Be. 
ſides, tis on al band allowed, that the Jos 
| r 


* 


Telfah came, He was to teach ul things; and we 5 
liore that Jeſus Chrils has left us a clear and gere 

Revelation. As for Womens Right to the Lord s; Sup- 
er, and the Obſervation of the Lord's ae all 
one to us, which way they are proved, i e b 
well done. Only the Mea of believing them, will 
be in proportion to the Evidence the Scripture gives; 
or the Ground upon which. they ſtand, either more 
| clear and plain, Or more dark and obſcure. GA 

They proceed, p. 13. to obſerve; upon our Vth 
Rule, which is, That all he allowed By common 
Conſent to ſupport their n Senſe of Seripture 
upon proper Occaſions with (ſuch) Reaſons as 
* appear to them convincing :” That we do not gc- 
quaint them what: way this is to he done. Why then we 
are ſure we ſaid nothing about that way; Which our 
Brethren have uncandidly inſinuated, that both Trini- 


tarians and Antitrinitarians muff be permitted by common 
at 


Conſent to preach one for another, and to give their, 4 
by Scripteres:as they do here by a harmleſs, Advice, 


we have reaſon to be watchful of ſome Mens o_ 
e 


quences. If they ground: this Innuendo upon th 

words, that all be allowed, they, might have taken in 
as well Turks, Jeue, and Papiſts. Our Brethren 
needed not to have been in a fright; for the words 
[upon proper Occa fans] ſtand ſecurity for every, one 
who ſhall judge for himſelf, what is a proper Occa- 
ſion, and what not; that is, (if they had adverted 
to it) would have prevented an Innuendo of what 
neither they nor we ſhould find any proper occaſion 
for. The whole of the Matter is this: The Ad- 


yvices were agreed to be conſidered by the united Body, 


and were finiſhed and ſigned by ſome of each De- 
nomination. Now both ſides have expreſly declared 
themſelves Trinitwrians; and it does not appear to us, 


that there is a Man otherwiſe-minded : ſo that to 
Bs G3 © inſinuate, 


Acdyices Fe or Peace; &c. 19 


it be but 
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Thall by common conſent agree to let Antirrinitarians 

reach the - contrary Doctrine in our Pulpits, we 
think is 2 way of talking that ſhews as much Confy. 
fron of Mind, as the Suppoſition 'tends\to-confound the 
Minds of the People. L \ 29 — „ nn, 100 

They proceed, p. 14. Me are at à loſi to know what 
they mean by the follbuing obſcure Clauſe in their Advis 
to a plain People, We deſire to ſecure the Evidence 
ariſing from Scripture-Conſequences . 
Whereas we have been ſuppoſed to deny Scripeure- 
nfequences, we hereby allow them; allow them to 
carry Evidence with'them ;- and define to ſecure that E- 
vidence, and gain to it all the Regard that is due to 
it. We worded it as we have done; on purpoſe to 
diſtinguiſh between Conſequences that have Evidence, 
and thoſe that have none; aud at the ſame time to 
let the World know, that notwithſtanding al the 
Regard we owe to Conſequences. which have Evi- 
dence attending them, we ſhall ſhew- none to thoſe 
which have not. And where is the harm of all this, 
or the Obſcurity of it? If our Brethren had not ſaid 
they were at a loſs to know, we ſhould have thought 
that they could not be ignorant of the particular 
Occifion and Reaſon of this 5th Advice, and that it 
related chiefly to Matters wherein we differed from 
one another, not thoſe: wherein we agree. As we 
agree. in declaring againſt Antitrinitarians, Arians, 
and Socinians, (Which anſwers half that Page, and 


inſinuate, that we, who are-all-declared-Tinirarian;. 


1) robe the Inſinuation in the beginning) ſo we 


ad a Regard to that which might be peculiar in each 
Denomination: and if we agree, that when we 
repreſent and give Reaſons for our different Opini- 
ons, each in our ſeveral ways, it ſhould be without 
Offence; what ill Conſequence would follow ? _ 
We declare on all ſides; that we -re for making 
all proper Uſe of Conſequences which: appear to Us 
evicent from Seripture,” and tor laying all e 
: = | Weg 
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weight upon them. But we don't think that hat 
is made abſolutely neceſſary, is left to mere Conſe- 

aces- We hope the Diſcuſſion of this matter be- 
rween two of our Brethren, will help to a better un- 
derſtanding of the Place and Force of Scriprure- 
Conſequences f. | ME gag 
Nor do we ſpeak at all, in the following part of 
this Advice, againſt charging by way of Argument 


{ich i} Conſequences, as appear zo us to follow from 


any particular Doctrines and Opinions, and endea- 
vouring to prove with all the Strength we can their 
real Connection: but we adviſe againſt charging any 
M wit h holding thoſe _— which he expreſly 
diſclaims ; A Maxim allowed by all Divines, and of 
natural Right to all Men, | c 

By what Conſequence That can follow from any 
thing we have ſaid, which our Brethren charge upon 
the laſt Clauſe of our VIth Advice, p. 15. that we 
ſeem to make no diſtinction at all between Perſons that are 
ſound in the Faith, and thoſe that are not ſo; we muſt 
profeſs in our turn that we are at a Joſs to know. Our 
Advices begin with theſe Conceſſions, That there 
are Errors in Doctrine of that important nature, as 
« will not only warrant, but even oblige, a Chriſ- 
tian Congregation to withdraw from the Miniſter, 
*&c.” And, That People have a Right to judge 
* for themſelves in this matter.” A Congregation 
therefore may make a Diſtinction for themſelves, and 
may judge for themſelves. No Diſcipline is abandoned, 
much leſs Al, relating either to the Sin of Hereſy, or of 
Hereſy-making ; againſt both which Sins we think 
our Advices well calculated. Nor' is any thing in 
our Advices ſaid againſt any Cenſure or Diſcipline 
towards a Miniſter, or other Chriſtian, regularly con- 
vited of holding and propagating Opinions 7aconſifs 
tent with the Chriſtian Faith; or ſo convicted even 


I See Ar. Eyans's Letter to Mr. Cumming, 
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Advices for Peace, &c. 3 
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22 A DEFENCE. of the 


of declaring againſt ſuch a Senſe of Scripture as. 
Body of a P to be a Truth of — 
Importance, in he will not quietly withdraw 
to which we adviſe him in this very Rule. Ay that 
we adviſe is, That in caſe. of his peaceable With- 
drawing from ſuch Communion, © there be no cen, 
£6 ſur ing of | the P erſon Who withdraws, or of the 
* Congregation that receives him. ele A ac 
What we offer in our VIIth Advice, © To inſiſ 
© moſt upon thoſe things in which Chriſtians are 
« generally agreed,” was thought a prudent Rule 
for Miniſters, long before any of us on either ide 
were born; and has hitherto ſtood unexceptionable, 
And certainly it has a foundation in the Reaſon of 
things, that the greateſt and moſt uſeful things ſhould 
have the greatesZ Regard : and ſure thoſe ought to be 
eſteemed the greateſt things, on which the Scripeure: | 
do mou inſiſt, and with the N plainneſs, and 
„ ee in which Chriſtians are generaly a. 
eed. Ie 9 50 % wt 
" Our Brethren inſinugte upon this Paſſage, a Sup- 
poſition, 2. 15. as if this might be defigned to e 
Men from inſiſting much upon the Doctrine of the Trinity, 
in oppoſition to the New Scheme. But no Reſtraint is 
offered to be put vor any body from inſiſting up- 
on any Doctrine, when he thinks it proper. Nor do 
we adviſe Miniſters to forbear inſiſting much upon 
the Doctrine they mention; only that they © ſhould 
* infiſt moſt upon thoſe things in which Chriſtians 


e are generally agreed.“ As for the New Scheme 


they ſpeak of, till they explain - themſelves, it is 
doubtful what they mean. In our Advices we con- 
tend for nothing but a ſtrict Adherence to the Doc- 
trine of the Old and New Teſtament. So that nothing 
is left to account for here but our Defign in this Faſ- 
ſage: and truly we hope that is as honeſt and ho- 
nourable, as theirs was who firſt advanced the 


Maxim ; namely, to comply with. the Direction * 
| Es Rs | the 


- Advices for Peace, &c. 23 
' the Apoſtle : Theſe Words teach and enhort. If any Man 
reach otherwiſe, and conſent not to wholeſom Words, cuen 
the Words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the Doctrine 
which is according to Godlineſs ; He is proud, knowing 
wthiag, but dating about Queſtions and Strifes of Wards, 
whereof cometh Ewuy, Strife, Railings, eil Surmizings, 
perverſe Diſputings of Men of corrupt Minds, and deſti- 
tute of the Truth; 1 Tim. 6. 257. 
When we adviſe, © That thoſe things ſhould be more 
ſparingly inſiſted on, wherein good Men do or may 
differ,” our Brethren ſay, that f: , difficult for them 
19 know what we mean by good Men; p. 15. We mean 


Men who appear fincerely to endeavour to krow the 


Mind of God in the Uſe of all appointed Means, 
and in their whole Behaviour to have his Fear before 
their eyes; living, as far as we can ſee, fobeyly, 
righreonſly,' and godly, and credibly profeſfing to lobe 
the Lord Jeſus Chrit? in Sincerity- Now we can hard- 
ly agree with our Brethren, that ſuch good Men 


have differ d about mof? of the great Truths of the G 


jt. We think rather, that ſuch Mens differing 
about ſuch Doctrines, ſhould make us very cautious 
in determining thoſe Points to be the greateſt and moſt 
important ; and ready to admit a Suſpicion, whether 
the Streſs we have laid upon ſome Matters might not 
be owing to our own Miſtake : for, as the great 


Mr. Howe has obſerved in his Carnality of Religions 


Contentions, p.39- © All ſerious Chriſtians muſt be 


; underſtood to agree in far greater things, than it is 


* paſſible for them to differ in? 


Why have our Brethren entirely dropt our VIIIch 


Advice? Is it, leſt it ſhould be remember'd, that 
it was rejected by them? Or (Which is the ſame 


thing) poſt pon d fine die; when the Subſtance of it 


was propoſed on our Side, as the laſt Expedient ſor 
Peace; and may ſtill become an Expedient whenever 


they ſhall think fit? That © if any Miniſter or Con- 


gregation ſhalt differ as to the Expediency of _ 
« Me- 
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« Methods, or ſhall think any other more proper 
< we hope they will, as intending the ſame god 
End, {till preſerve Charity and Communion with 
ec thoſe Miniſters and Congregations that ſhall think 
c fit to purſue theſe, Advices.” The mention of the 
Word Charity we are perſuaded will be no Offence. 
to the Brethren concerned in the Paper we now re- 
mark upon; tho it has been little regarded by ſome, 
who have not the Tongues. of Men and Angels to ſup- 
ply its Place. Nor could its Place be ſupplied, if 
they. had them : for, once more to uſe the Words of 
Mr. Howe, in his Preface to Charity with reference to o- 
ther Mens Sins, © Even the Tongues of Men and An- 
«« gels, as they are inſufficient to ſupply its Abſence, ſo 
* nor are they more than ſufficient to repreſent its 
North. We beg leave to cloſe what we. have 
ſaid in Vindication of our Advices with another 
Paſſage in the ſame Preface - © Human Wit is ftretch- - 
«ed to the uttermoſt ; wherein that comes ſhort, 
«the reſt is endeavour'd to be ſupplied by Amer: 
< and all to bring us under one Form, which either 
<* will not be; or, if it were, could be to little pur- 
% poſe; while in the mean time, this more excelent 
<< way is forgotten of our Foot, and we are far from it. 
* Which ſhews-it is God that muſt cure us (the God 
© of Love and Peace) and not Man. How ſoon and 
c eaſily would a mutual univerſal Charity redreſs all? 
For being on one Side only, it could never cement 
* both. And limited only to à Party, it is not itſelf, 
* and acts againſt itſelf, divides what it ſhould «+ 
nite.” 2010 2 1115 
After the Names of thoſe who ſubſcribed our Ad- 
vices, theſe Words were added, There are ſeveral 
* of our Brethren conſenting with us in theſe Ad- 
* viees, who defire we would ſignify ſo much to 
* the World, tho they have not here ſubſcribed their 
Names. Our Brethren ſay, They are not very cu- 
rious to enquire, who theſe are, and leave it to others 
kr > * of | to 


29 


©" pions Fo Peace, Se: iv 


1% ate, why . their Names have beer 70 . 95 
chat it, is. but an odd Nytificat fication, aud t po fe * 
hw it cath uſer ary. valuable End. 
HS certain this is 2 true Notification: 2 A 
imagine why itſhould be accounted odd, cat 
em _ pred wp S fgnify, our having 5 0 | 
of our onſenting w ip. : Er hom boy of {ar 
this ſhould | Nd to thoſe, b 
our Brethren, \ were neglected or ago, w 15 
willing to ſign their Firms. It needs no e Fe: 
quiry to know who theſe are. And fince they 1058 
it to others to conjecture why the Names of theſe 


emcurring Brethren. have been concealed ; we conjec- 


ture that it might be, becauſe they apprehended 1 85 
ſetting. Names to Articles carried nothing in it of 
Ligbt and Evidence, but a ſhew of Pes ar Aur 
thority, which is of little Uſe to true Faith 97 
neſs: Or, as our Brethren here word it, They 
wt how it could, anſwer any. valuable Ends, except 2 — 
that N evails, that Truth is to be vated. by 
Numbers. tho in Matters of pricdent Advice. the 
Nanes. of 2 — may be of more Uſe and Service 
than in Matters of Fuith, (for in the Multitude of 
— Rs is Safety;). yet weare far from think- 

7 1 under any Obligation to follow even our 

ices: for the ſake of our Nas farther than they 
25 recommend themſelves by their ow 88. 
Reaſon, * Agreeableneſs to he Word of "GO 


W. We aca to our Brethren's 8 
pon our Declaration of Faith, and ſhall a ae 
** the Force of every Exception. 
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| Where the Advixes might be ſent. 


Faith ; when the ſame Perſons agreed upon both at 
the ſame time, and both went together > Nor can : 


26 Defence ef the Declaration 


theſe two things ar ry 7 
ſtrange, than that They ſhould chirſe one way of de- 


claring, and We another? And the Reaſon of it i- 


very evident: We conceive them 'to be things of 
quite another Nature, and to a different Purpoſe, 
The Advices were not defigned to ſettlè any Point 
of Doctrine, but proper Meaſures of Pyotedure in 
Caſes of Difference. And it was agreed among us, 
at ſome of our Brethrens Motion, 'Fhat"they ſhould: 
be conſidered as General Rules, which migzlit ſuit any 


other Caſe of Difference, as well as thardP'the Tin; 


75, and any other Place as well as Exeter. It could 


be only proper in this Caſe to make a Peelaration in 
the Letter ſent wih the Advices to Exer, as it 
would be fit to declare our Senſe about any other 


; . T: - >  # WE. 3 .. * J 
Matter of Difference, in a Letter to any o. Place, 


* 


„ 


But tis further urged againſt us, That the Morid 


will make their Reflections to find Miniſters more forward 


zo be known by their Advices to others, than hy ſigning 4 


Declaration of their own Faith. But what Declaration 


do they mean? theirs, or ours? If they mean our 
Declaration, How does it appear that we were 
MORE forward to give Advices, than declare out 


ie 


0 


- 
* 
* 4 


_— 


re very confiſtent ; and no more 


thing towards their 


of Faith, in the Letter to Exeter. 27 
be inferred from the foregoing Paragraph, where tis 
laid, We carried it againſt inſerting a Declaration in the 
Advices: For where is the Conſequence ? They 
would not inſert a Declaration of Faith in the Ad- 
vices, but made one diſtinct from them, and which 
was to accompany them; therefore they were more 
forward to be known by their Advices than by their 
Declaration. But if they mean their own Declaration 
of. Faith, we have 'given our Reaſons why we did 
not think fit to comply with them; and ſhall. only 
fay, If that Matter were ſeen in all the Circumſtances 
in which -it appear'd to us, we think we might be 
content the World ſhould make ſuch Reflections up- 
on our Behaviour as are obvious and just. But if, by 
the World's making Reflections, they mean, to our di 
aduantage ; we are the leſs obliged to them for put- 
ting the World in mind of what they are prone e- 
nough to, without a Monitor. We ſhould think it 
rather Matter of Reflection, to be more forward in ſub- 
ſcribing human Forms, than agreeing in ſuch Advices 
as would keep thoſe, Forms in their proper Places 
and the Scripture in its due Supremacy ; as well as pre- 
ſerve the publick Peace, and prevent zrregular Pro- 
ceedings. Ax Th 5 + 22 
11 625 is further alledged) our Declaration contains no 
more than thoſe who are gone into the New Scheme might fign ; 
that Fault it has in common with the Scriptures,” and no 
more juſt Exception to the one, than to the other. But 
if by the New Scheme ſo often mentioned, and never 
once explained, is meant Arianiſm; to condemn and 
prevent the Growth of which, was the only Reaſon 
offered in our Debates, for making. a Declaration; we 
think, it does contain more than any Arian can ho- 
neſtly ſign. Can an Arian freely declare, That he 
utterly renounces the Arian Doctrine 1 
And there is no more reaſon to complain of be- 
ing left in the dark about our Meaning of the Words 
Trinity and Proper Dan; than about their e 
hl ED 2 ; E 
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of the Words Subſtance, and Perſon. And as we 
know no Diſtinction between Proper Divinity and 
Proper Deity, ſo we reckon the Words Proper Diviniy 
very explicite, as they are deſigned to exclude every 
enrative and impruper Senſe ; and to. repreſent in the 
Apoftle's Diſtin&tion, One who is by Nature God. 
We always thought the Deity of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and Unity of the three Perſons, was underſtood by the 
Dofrine of the Bleſſed Trinity ; tho we thought the 
preſent State of the Controverſy eſpecially called us to 
mention the Proper Divinity of Chriſt. There could 
be no room therefore to wonder at any ſuppoſed 
Defe&, unleſs we were thought to uſe the Expreſ- 
ſion in a Senſe peculiar to our ſelves, and different 
from what was generally known. 
We can't imagine what need there was for rerad- 
ing by a mavginkl Note (as out Brethren fuggeſt) what 
we had before declared, if our Declaration contained 
no more than What they who were gone into the 
New Scheme could come into. Bat how does it ap- 
pear that we have retra&ed any thing? Why, by 
taking notice, that the Words Trinity and Proper Di- 
vinty are human Words. And are they not human 
Words? Or, How does this retra& any thing ? 
The Argument in form is, That they who declare 
they utrerly diſown the Arian Doctrine, uud believe 
the Doctrine of the Bleſſed Trinity, muſt retract that 
Declaration, if they inform the World, that the 
Words Trinity and Proper Divinity are human. Nor 
can it follow from hence, that 'they'who do not ſo much 
tis own a Trinity, and the Proper Divinity of Chriſt, muſt 
nut according to our Rules be cenſured; unleſs they only 
mean, the not owning the WO RDS Trinity and 
Proper Divinity, when yet, they own the THING 
intended by them. And will our Brethren inſiſt upon 
theſe very human Words; or think no other, no not 
all the Scripture-Words, ſufficient to repreſent the 
true Senſe of this great Doctrine? And if they'en 


yn the thing, how does it appear they neuſt not be ce 
— decorating to our Rules? Wie had ſaid, We are fol 
om condemning any who appear to be with us 
» the main, tho they ſhould chuſe not to deciave 


themſelves in other than Scriprwre-Torms, or not im 


Bat how is this a Conſequence, That there 
fore if any think fit not to own the Tiny and 
Priper Divinity of Chriſt in AN Y Words, they are 
not to be cenſured > We think we have declared the 
quite contrary. - 13 

If our Marginal Note has explained away the 
denſe of the Declaration, they have made it doſo, and 
not we, by their concealing the Word Tet. We ſay 


the Words Trinity and Proper Divinity are uſed only 


10 notify the thing we ect of, and that we do not preſums, 
1 the way of TE ST, to go into any particular Explica- 
tions of thofe things, either in our on or other Mens 
Muds; and refer to the Scripture as the beſt and fitteſt 
Accotint on ſuch Occafions. And tho we freelygafſethefe 
Words, yet is not the Scripture ſufficient Wielate 
what our real Faith is, without theſe part icuſſ man 
Words? and can't we beſt, upon all proper Occa- 
ſions, give our Account of it from thence ? What 


eie can be neceſſary, if this is both ſufficient and et? 


$6 that the Marginal Note could not be made either 
infgnificant or abſurd, till it was firſt mif7aken. 


The Expreffion of being with us in the MAIN, | 


has been frequently reflected upon (as it is in p. 18.) 
without any manner of Cauſe They agree in the 


. 


& - 
jp TIES ts, 8 * 


* on premiſing this, that ſince all theſe Authors went, in the 
main, upon the ſame Hypotheſis, they are the beft "Commentators 
one upon another, Dr, Waterland's Vindication of Chriſt's Divi- 
+ 145. SE oo © e 
From what hath been ſaid, 1 preſume, it is evident that there was 
no Difterence at all in the main of the Doctrine, between theſe and 
the other Catholick Writers, but a' different Manner only of expreſſing 
g : | mail 


of Faich, in the Letter to Exeter. 29 
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main of any Doctrine, who believe all the eſemia 
Parts of it, and what the Scripture makes neceſſan 
to be believed concerning it, tho they may differ in 
the manner of Explication, or miſtake in, what is on- 
Iy circumſtantial. Our ſubſcribing Brethren are with 
US in the main; and with one another ONLY 
in the main. We account: thoſe with US in the 
main who heartily believe the whole Scripture-Reye- 


lation about this matter, in the free unforced Senſe 


of it, and in full Conſiſtency with itſelf. And. they 
are to be cenſured by our fourth Advice, Who contradidi, 
or refuſe to own, the plain and expreſs Declarations of 


viction be made ſenſible of their Error, when they 


Our Brethren, we hope, will reckon Thoſe with 
Them in the main who own the Unity-of the Godbead, 


and the true Deity of the Three, Perſons; who allow 
the divine Nature, and divine Perſections, aſcribed to 
Them in the Scriptures; which are the Reaſon of 


all our Practical Regards, and the Ground of all our 
Hopes from Them; tho they differ about the Manner 


how they are One, and how they are Three, and 


herein that Unity and Trinity preciſely conſiſts. Our 
Reverend Brother who ſtates the Doctrine of. the Ti- 


zity, repreſents our Senſe, when he ſays, p. 17. We 


"are not able to ſpeak more juſtly or exacily, than He [the 
all- wiſe God] has any where thought fit to do Himſelf 
in Sacred Scripture: And in good earneſt, thinks, We 


muſt not forbear the Uſe of Scripture-Language ; and even 
in ſuch a Point as this ſpeak as our own ſhallow (might 


ſa, our own corrupt and carnal) Reaſonings, or even our 
mere (and vain) Imaginations dictatè to uc. And ſurely 
Me, who own the Scriptures to be the Wordof God, ſhould 
pa a moſt auſul and reverential Regard to the we) 
LANGUAGE of Scripture every where ; and eſpe- 
cially where God. ſpeaks of Himſelf, who is only known 


zo Himſelf. And again, p. 20. We don't ourſelves pre” 


tell 


e Faith, in the Letter to Exeter. 3 f 
vnd to ſay haw theſe Three are diſtinguiſhed from each as: 
ther; nor do we therefore undertake to ſhew explicitly,” and. 
in particulars," how they are Three, nor how: (tho Three, jet) 
they are One. And why may not we be allowed to 
declare only in the general, and according to expreſs. 
Netlarations of Scripture, when our Brethren profeſs: 
the moſt awful Regard to the LANGUAGE f 
the Seripture; and declare, They will not undertake 
to ſle w explicitly, and in Particulars. sg. 
They ſay they are at a loſs to know, whether ue 
hint Men may differ about the Unity of the divine Na- 
iure and the Equality of the Son and the Holy Spirit with 
the Father, in Power and Glory; or only afſert a Trinity 
of Names, or a teal Trinity of: Gods, One Supreme, and 
Two Subordinate.» Our Brethren have had opportunity; 
of knowing the Sentiments of many of us by Preach- _ 
ing and Converſation; and we know no reaſon for 
ſuch an Inſinuat ion upon any of the ret; unleſs they 
were willing that others ſhould believe that con- 
cerning us, which we are perſuaded they don't be- 
li ol us ber EN TI RN 

And after all, we ſhould have thought it more 
agreeable to Proteſtant Principles, and former Prece- 
dem among our ſelves, to have agreed to PREACH 
upon the Doctrine of the Trinity in our ſeveral Con- 
gregations; and ſo not only declare our Faith, but 
ſupport it too, by proper Reaſons; which would be 
more effectual to ſtop the Growth of Error, and 
eſtabliſh our People, than the mere Authority of ſub- 
ſeribing human Forms and this we have generally 
done, upon this occaſion, of our own accord. 


We come now to our Brethrens OBS ERVA- 
TIONS upon our Reaſons for not ſigning their 
Declaration. 61 


We muſt here, to avoid Prolixity, intreat the Rea- 


der to conſult the Reaſons themſelves, either as they 
a ; are 


* — 
— — 


IJ bey begin with the Words of the Preamble, Thy 


ſome have endeavoured to fer Prejudices in Peoples 


Abnds, &c. — 3 — Theſe. ſome le- 
_ ie: plainly. diſtinguiſhed from the People, the Charge 
0nd upon the Miners We think the DiſtinRion — 
groundleſs; for ſome of the People may fix Prejudices 
in the Minds of others of the People, tho none of the 


Afiuifters were concerned in it; and we have rea- 


ſon to know they have done ſo: and we wiſh we had 
no reaſon to complain, that ſome Miniſters. too, by 
Writing, Preaching, and. Converſation, have ated 
2 very injurious Part in this matter; and we are able 
to mention them by Name too, when we think it ca- 

pable of anſwering any good End. In the mean 
time, we declare our Abhorrence of injuring the I 
ngcent by general Inſinuationc, and dare not allow our- 
felves a like liberty towards any of our Brethren. 


The Obſer vations, on 4 he firſt Reaſon, anſwere 4 
We cannot but be uneaſy to have it thought that 


there are any Miſrepreſentations of Fuct, as we are. 


charged- in p. 22. and think ourſelves obliged to ſet 
them right. Tho the. Queſtion put to the Vote, Hl. 14. 
was, Whether there ſhould: be, any, Declaration of our Faith 
an the Bleſſed Trinity inſerted in: ſome. Part of the Adur 
ces 2 and: the Queſtion March 3. Whether we ſhould 
declare diſtincily from the Advices, and without relation 
to them 2 yet we think the latter was renewing a De. 
bate to the Sauk PuRPoss with the former; tho not 
putting the ſame Queſtion, which are their Words, and 
not ours : for we apprehended the one and the o. 
ther foreign to the preſent purpoſe, when we had al 
agreed before to go thro the Advices Paragraph i) 


Paragraph. | 
Nor 


+ 
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are contain d in our Authentick Account, or in thay 


Z , . , 0 ̃ 5 ˙ . 


in not Subſcribing, ee. 33 
Nor is any ſuch thing inſinuated in our Words, 
as having agreed, Feb. 24. to make a Declaration of our 
Faith 7255 we had gone thro the Advices. The Agree- 
ment only was, That the Declaration ſhould be 
laid afide till ue had gone thro the Advices :- and then 
was the proper time to come to a Declaration. 
And tho ſome Brethren thought a Declaration, 
not abſolutely, but in the Circumſtances in which 
it ſtood, unneceſſary and inexpedient ; yet very Ma- 
| ny ſignified their readineſs to make a Declara- 
tion, when we had gone thro the Advices; and we 
doubt not it would have been carried by a great 
Majority at leaſt. In all reaſon our Brethren, ought 
to haye deferred it to the proper Seaſon, who had 
it in their power to refuſe ſigning with us (which 
we ſtood + obliged to allow by a Vote at their own 
Motion) if they had ſeen fit to decline it at laſt. _. 
Our Brethren ſay, (Pag. 23-) the Breach of Order 
can't be fairly imputed to the moving their Queſtion, be- 
cauſe the Order was broke before by a Debate which aroſe, 
and a Charge brought agains? a Reverend Brother. But 
if it can't be imputed to the moving the Queſtion, it 
may be to the vehement and conſtant inſiſting upon 
it. We had rather the Complaint againſt a Reverend 
Brother had been entirely dropped, becauſe it re- 
lates to a matter already made up. The thing 
which firſt hindered our going upon the Conſidera- 
tion of the Advices, March 3. as was before agreed, 
was a reflecting Speech by one of their number up- 
onthe Majority, Feb. 24. tho every one of thoſe Per- 
ſons, at two ſucceſſive Meetings of the AP 
tad been acknowledg'd to have a Right to vote. It 
was in anſwer to a part of this Speech, that a Bro- 
ther of our number obſerved the ill Treatment of 
thoſe who in the late Diviſion went into the Gallery, 
/ 2 wrong Repreſentation of the Queſtfon upon 
nich they divided. Upon this the Rev. Brother 
began to ſpeak himſelf; and then the Charge was 
brought, of giving a wrong Turn to the Queſtion upon 
| "col which 
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which we had divided, tho it was Rated in Writing, 
and put into the Moderator's hands to prevent til. 


%s 


= take, And tho we charge not i Intention, and are 
| willing to make Allowances for Inadverzence and H- 
= ry; yer tis certain the very Fords charged were 
_ | © F PE 1 : | 6 1240 | 2e 

_ | twice ſpoke, at ſome diſtance of time, and with 


great Solemnity ; as a great number of the Brethren 
perfectly remember: and we think that Brother c- 
5 Red to the Aſſembly for an eaſy Sari action received, 
of an Injury done to fo many, in ſo publick a man- 
ner, and fo. tender a Point. And it ought to hape 
been remember'd here, that the Rev. Brother decla- 
red before the Aſſembly, if he had deſignedly put the 
Queſtion as he ſtood charged, it would have been 
Hillanous, and Knaviſh, and Fooliſh ; When he knew, 
many of the Brethren divided againſt him only about 
the Expediency of mixing the Declaration with the 
Advices, md who he knew believed the Doctrine of 
the Trinity as much as himſelf. What would have 
been Knaviſh and Villanous in him, muſt be equally 
ſo in others for the fame Reaſon, in whatſoever way 
TX be übe. e 9, : 
But how was this a Breach of Order chargeable 
upon s, when the matter which occafion'd it began 
on their fide; and both fides ſeemed willing to go 
into the Queſtion ? And how can an incidental thing 
be faid to be a Breach of Order? Muſt no Perſon 
be called to Account for injurious Reflections in an 
Aſſembly, without breaking the Order of the Day; 
or complain of a Diſorder, without departing from 
Order? The Breach of Order we complain of 
was bringing another Order upon us, directly oppuſit 
to the Order already in being. We did not infif 
upon proceeding for mere Order's ſake, but becauſe , 
there was no Reaſon to ſet it aſide, and great Rea- WM” 
ſon to keep to it. We thought it a matter of a high , 
nature, to be ſuppoſed to have dropt our Proteſtant 
= and Diſſenting Principles; to be for impoſing hu- 
1 man Forms, and to have it ſaid without- doors, _ 
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we wanted but Power ; and within-doors, That the 
Kir "fignified"” nothing in rh Caſe after: all 
our Pretences for Liberty and Stripture. If our Jea- 
louſy was too great this way, tis capable of as good 
2 Vindication as the Suſpicions on the other ſide. 
"Tho we allow no Breach of Order on our ſide, 
et we agree with our Brethren; that the ſame Af 
mbly who made an Order have Power to change it, 
when weighty Occaſions require it. But then an Order 
rguarly made for proceeding upon a particular Mat- 
ter, ſhould be regularly reverſed, before any new: ane 


be introduced: And we reckon the Hard/hjp ours, that 


the only 51 mon org on not once be put, tho ſo 
often infilted upon, Y/hether we ſhould proceed according 
to our. former Agreement, or nut? This we have given 
ſome Account of before; we ſhall only add here, 
That no way of putting a Queſtion by us would be 
accepted; but our Brethren declared, If we would 
not immediately come to a Subſcription, they would not 
flay a Moment © © Fav 51a 
They ſay, they yielded, That our Queſtion of pro- 
eeding ſhould be firſt put, provided they might. be (ſecure 
of putting theirs immediately after. Such a thing was 
indeed mentioned, but we are at a loſs to know whar 
it amounts to; and whether this muſt not be the 
Meaning of it, That if we had carried the Queſ- 
tion for proceeding IMMEDIATE LI, then it 
ſhould be put to the Queſtion, whether we fhould 
IMMEDIATELY v0 upon a Declaration? When 
our Brethren could not force a Queſtion upon a fo- 
rag matter, and in an irregular way, they departed 
from the Aſſembly very diſorderly, for want of hay- 
0s it put. And let the World judge whoſe was the 
Hud, and where was the unhappy Neceſſity of di- 


167 from Us? © | 
ur 


Our Brethren ſeem to be angry at a Parentheſis of 
ours. But when they correct us, we are at a loſs for 


the Appearance of a Difference betwixt us and them. We 


E 2 ſay 
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fay we WERE T01.D what i conmain'd in a cnn 


0 Paper ; and our Brethren corrects; by fate” 


it had been OPENLY TOLD us. We did w 
read it, but were told it; and our. Brethren alu 
this, and yet ſeem full of Diſplea ſure that we ſhould 


pu a matter jus? as it was,” The Arguments urged 
or making a Declaration in that Form, were not 


only recollected, but anſwered too upon the ſpot. 
The Complaint is not, That we did not know the 


Contents of that Paper, but that it was brought in 


upon us without any previous Notice, concerted only 


by a Part of the Body, violently inſiſted upon at that 
time to the e a9] of the proper Buſineſs before 
us, and the Breach of all the Rules of Order. 

We think it was owing to a Breach of this Rule, 
F© of being determined by a Majority in the Method of 
Procedure,” that ALL the Diſorder happened thro 
the Courſe of that Day's Debates ; for other- 
wiſe we had ops peaceably, and might haye 
happlly agreed. CO: MN „„ 
That Sixty ſigned the Declaration at that Tine, 
we take upon Content from our Brethrens Teſtimo- 
ny: That they who ſtayed behind were but Fifty, our 
Brethren will allow us to ſay, is a Miſtake. Some 
were walking about, and ſome out of their ſight when 
their Account of our Number was taken from the 
Gallery. According to the beſt Account we can 
get, we were numbered much higher than our Þre- 
thren repreſent, when we broke up at that time* 
and ſeveral of thoſe. with us were gone; ſome 
upon a Miſtake, that the Meeting was diſſolved; 
ſome aged and infirm, tired with our long Debates, 
or obliged by the Diſtance of their Abodes : And 
what our Number truly was, appears by the ſigning at 
the next Meeting, when all thought themſelyes 
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more eſpecially obliged to attend. 
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Tho we have not gloried in being the Majority, 
it carrying a ſufficient Alay that ſo many of our 
' Brethren are of the other fide, whom we love and 
honour ; yet ſure *tis altogether unprecedented for the 
Majority to withdraw, and leave the Minority ſitti 
with their Moderator to proceed upon Buſineſs. It 1 
they were the Majority, why did they withdraw ? > 
Why did they. not venture the Queſtion? And 
perhaps tis the firſt time in any Society, (we are ſure 
it is fo among Us) when a Part of the Body ſhall break 
in upon the Rules agreed by the hole Body ; and 
not only withdraw from it, but form themſelves 
into a diſtinci b and act in oppoſition to it. A 
Diſorder this, of ſuch a conſequence, how light ſo- 
ever tis made of, as muſt neceienily deſtroy the Na- 
ture of Societies, and defeat all the Ends of meeting in 
them: an Article in our Authentic Account, which 
our Brethren ha ve not thought fit to touch. 3 
We never pretended the Breach of Order to be 
the only or principal Reaſon againſt Subſcribing, but 
one among many, and only the fer in order. And 
if ſome at that Time, and in thoſe Circumſtances, 
a proteſted again? any Declaration of their Faith; 
0 they would at that time againſt reading the 119th 
Pſalm, without any Offence to David, or Denial of 
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the Truth. | 8 
Our Brethren ſay, None of us expreſiy promiſed to 
juin with them in this, tho they had proceeded with us in 
the Advices. But many expreſly ſignified their Readi- 
neſs to. come to a Declaration when they had gone 
thro the Advices. Nor did any of them expreſly pro- 
miſe to join with as in the Advices after they had 
made their Declaration, and might, if they had 2: 


have done it ſince, upon the Invitation given them. 


| _ The Obſervations, op, the ſecond Reaſon, | 
= bas! 4.51 5 tothe Anſwered, S097 % „ 59 
| Their delaygg our Advices was a good Reafon a: 
| gainſt une at that time, when the Deſign of 
= ting them aſide was ayow'd. Some have id i 


we would drop our Advices, they would drop their Decla- 
rain. Which, by the way, ſhe ws no fuch mighty 
Teal aboye their Brethren, for the Importance of 
the Truth in their Declaration. And if our Bre 
_ - then had ꝝnanimouſiy and immediately concurred with 
us in the Advices, we had certainly Comrade 


a Declaration of our Belief of the Doctrine of the 
Triuity ; and perhaps to our mutual Satisfaction Rag 
Apd what Reafon had we to go immediately to a 
Declaration, more than they had to go immediately to 
the Advices, when this was the thing which lay be- 
fore us, and what we had all agreed to do? 
By this means, the Advices would have had their pro- 
per Weight too, with thoſe for whom they were defined; 
and tis certain they were delay'd upon this pretence, 
and the good End of them in a great meaſure preven- 
ted. And whether the Correſpondence with a Part of 
the People of Exeter, which our Brethren have ſince 
publiſhed, ſhews no Deſign of delaying zþ:ſe Advices, 
We leave to Conſideration. If thoſe Brethren who 
openly acknowledged the Deſign of ſetting them aſide, 
and voted the Arſt Day for throwing them out, before 
any Motion was made for a Declaration; would 
notwithſtanding have gone along with is iu conſidering 
the Advices, if. we had thought fit to ſubſcribe the Decla- 
tin; we ſuppoſe they have altered their Mind about 
We adjonrned the further Conſideration of the 0- 
ther Advices after we had gone thro the three firſt, 
only becauſe we thought thoſe that remained were of 


the. greateſt Importance, and ſome of them the molt 
als bs likely 


| 3 r 1 15 
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\ikely to be excepted age : And we were willing 

to hope, that upon a freſh Summons of tlie Whole 
Body the next Week, we might have their Aſflf- 
tance; and tho we thought Diſpatch needful, we 
were not in ſuch haſte, but to think Meir Preferite 
defirable. Will our Brethren blame our Reſpect to 
them, or juſtify their Neglect of us? Were they pr 
| qented from concurring with us in thefe Advicts, When 

they tell us here, 7 9. of Vind.) We adjourned the fur- 
ide Confideration of them for a whole Week together ? 
We propoſed no other Contern for Peace, than 
| what was conſiſtent with Truth, as appears by tho 
Articles of Advice themſelves. * The patticular &= 
tfti at Exeter did not appear to our Body from 
Authintick Account from both Parties, and could n 
fall under our Cognizance. Our Bufinefs was not to 
determine a Dofrinal Point, but propoſe Rules of Pro- 
cedure agreeable to the Laws of Reaſon and of the 
|. Goſpel, in Caſe of any Errors which might ariſe; 
and we think them well adapted to preſerve and promote 
every Truth upon its proper Bottom. And as none, 
that we know, abſolately refuſed a Declaration, ſo ma- 
ny al along profeſſed a Defign of making one. 


The Obſervations, on the third Reaſon, _ 
E Anſwered. 1 


They ſay, p. 29. Nu care to own the Charge of A- 
rianiſm. True: but we have expreſly diſowned it. 
What is to be underſtood by Equivalent Doctrines, 
we can't certainly tell. We deſire Matters may be 
reduced to a greater Certainty ; and are by no means ſatis- 
ty'd with the Liberty ſuchan Expreſſion may allow to 
the unjuſt Suſpicions of the Meat, or artful Inſinua- 
tions of deſgning Men. Suppoſe we ſhould ſay, Tho few 
care to own the Popiſb Doctrine of the Inſufficiency of 
Scripture, yet tis notorious Equivalent Doctrines are 
induſtriouſſy fpread among us; as, ſubmitting ro _ 

mine 


40 A Defence of the RAS 
mined Decifions, and ſubſcribing human Forms ; perhaps it 
would be thought too General an Infomation.” And 48 
we know not that any Antitrinitarians have ſignified 
either in Print or Converſation, that any of our Body 
in the City are in their Sentiments; ſo we thinf 
that could not be a ſufficient Ground of Har and L- 
eafmeſs, where there was no Evidence of it. If an 
innocent Perſon muſt be ſuſpected by his Friends 
becauſe an Enemy only inſinuates Evil againſt him, 
who may hope long to eſcape Blame? The avoued 
Antitrinitarians here particularly mentioned, amount 
to no more than one Man: and ſhall one Man's $y- 
nifcation raiſe ſuch a dreadful Suſpicion of a Body of 
Men, without any manner of Proof? *Tis certain, 
we thought it more reaſonable and uſeful to take 
another way to wipe off the Imputation, than any 
mere. Subſcription about it; i. e. by declaring our Snſe 
and our Proofs together. Core tr en 
Our Brethren think, p. 30. our Hearers may have 
better Grounds, and be in a better Capacity to judge of our 
Confeſſions of Faith, than of our Sincerity ; and it concerns 
them more to be ſatisfied of the one, than of the other. 80 
that if we do but ſubſcribe, tis enough; as for the 
Sincerity of doing it, the People are leſs concerned 
about it. We are ſorry to find Sincerity is of ſo lit- 
tle account in the matter: but what will any Con- 
feſſion of Faith ſignify without Sincerity ? We ſtand 
to it; if they alow us to be fincere, there was no i- 
ceſſity of ſubſcribing ſuch a Declaration; and if we 
are not allowed to be ſo, no Subſcription can ſignify 
any thing to their Satigfaction. And tho we think 
we were ſincere in our fir Subſcription, and have 
iven no Reaſon to think we have changed our 
Minds fince ; we have found a great deal of unreaſona- 
ble Fealouſy notwithſtanding. | 
They ſay, the Subſcribers have no fear of this. Are 
we then to be awed by Rar into Subſcription? If 
nothing will ſatisfy ſome People, but the only ex 
I 4; R tionable 
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tionable thing to us, A voluntary Subſcription of human 
Articles; we think our Brethren have brought us un- 


der a great Hardſhip, to make that neceſſary for 


tber Satisfaction, which we are not ſatisſied with 
our ſehves. But we think our ſelves clear and juſti- 


fable in the matter, and will venture our Reputa- 


tion and Uſefulneſs in the Hands of God, whoſe we 
are, and whom. we ſerve. Perhaps our Brethren may 
find ſome diflatisfied with their Conduct in this mat- 
ter, as well as ſome with ours, and whom it may 

concern them to regard too. : 1-1 
We agree with them, That faithful preaching the 
Truth, is a proper way to male Error fall before it; for 
tis apt in itſelf, and appointed of G OD: but 
- ſuſcribing human Forms is not apt in itſelf; and it is 
an Invention of Men; often an Engine of Miſchief in 
the hands of the wor: of Men; derogatory to the 
Kripture- Authority; the Root of Church- Authority; 
and the mere Reſult of Management, or the Com- 
bination of Numbers. A Faith which is cauſed on- 
ly by ſeeing Mens Names to a Propoſition, is good 
for nothing, and no more than believing as the 
Church believes. 5 en rn 6 
We can't but think what our Brethren ſuggeſt, 
2-31. very wrong; That Hearers ſhould be difſatiſ- 
fed, (and that Miniſters ſhould give way to theſe 
Diſlatisfactions) for want of the Uſe of any merely 
human Words, when the Scripture-Doftrine is clearly 
preſerved, Are not many Forms of Expreſſion, long 
approved, yet generally diſuſed in other matters of 
great Importance, and ſuch as are thought more 
Sriptural and Proper, uſed in their place, without 
any Blame and Offence 2 And even in this great 
Myſtery of our Religion, the moſt current Expreſſion, 
and we think the moſt ſcriptural too, we obſerve, is 
ſerupled and diſliked by ſome of our Brethren ; we 
hope without any ſuſpicion of UnſoundneG of Faith, 
we are ſure tis fo, as to Us. | 
F Our 


for not Subſcribing, &c. 41 
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Our Brethren ſay, They have no reaſon to alter their 
AMinds,- as to the Weight the Declaration would give the 
Advices. We think it would only make them regar- 
ded y one fide, and that they ought to be received 
according to their own Evidence and Reaſon. And is it 
foſtrange a thing, That Advices which are Reaſena- 
ble, and Jus, and Fit, ought to be regarded from 
whomſcever they come; and in proportion to their 
Evidence and Reaſon? Nor could the People of Exe- 
er pretend they had any Grouud to ſuſpect Us, who 
had never given any occaſion for it, whatſoever ſome 
of their-own Miniſters had done. However, tho no 
ſueh Letter was produced which inſiſted upon a Decla- 
ration of their own Faith in Them who ſhould give 
Advice to Exeter, (and if the Date of that Letter was 
after our Meeting, what is that to this Purpoſe?) 
yet we did think fit to make a Declaration of our 
Faith in the Letter we ſent to Exeter. © 
What was the real State of the Caſe at Exeter, did 
not appear to us; nor do we find our Brethren who 
correſponded with Exeter, had any exact Accounts, 
and from both Sides: And is it not making ourſelves 
a Party agains? the other fide, to declare juſt as one 
Party inſiſt? And would this be likely to give ſuc- 
ceſs to Advices for Pence, between the two contend- 
ing Parties, That we were of one {ide in the Diffe- 
rence, and againſt the other? eſpecially when we were 
not throughly apprized of the Difference between 
them, and did not pretend to decide a Doctrinal Dif- 
ference, but only direct the Manner of Proceeding? 
We are ſure, if thoſe Advices had been followed, a 
great deal of Miſ-Condu&t, and Offence to the World, 
had been avoided. If the other {ide was indeed a- 
gainſt the Glorious Truth contained in the Declaration, 
dur Advices only directed the Method of Dealing with 
them, not to juſtify any one's Error, or keep them in 
Communion with one another, if they were not ſatil- 
fied : they are allowed to be Judges for — 
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the Caſe; And what Injury could that be to Truth, 
to direct to chriſtian and reaſonable Means of pre- 
ſetving Peace? And where is the Danger of paiſoning; 
their Huls ut h Errors, who are not only warranted; 
but obliged to withdraw from their Minifters when they 
think them guilty: of ſuch?  _ | (rann 
We hoped indeed the Advices would be receive4 
by alt impartial Men for their own Reaſon: aud Evidente; 
but we never inſinuate (as our. Brethren charge us; 
þ 32.) that our declaring would hinder' the Effect of 
| them with impartial Men: for we did declare at the 
ſame time we agreed upon Advices ; and ſhewed we 
thought that they who: declare their Belief of the Doc 
trine of. the Trinity, may be as Impartial as other Men. 
And then where is our Brethren's Inpurtiulity in this 
matter, when they tell us of thoſe who declure againſt 
it, or conceal their Belief of it? 4.9 3320-5 
The laſt Reaſon we took notice of, that was of- 
fer d for · our ſubſcribing, was this, That it would 
prevent the ſpreading of dangerous Errors. Our Bre- 
thren own the · Truth of this, but complain of a wrbxg: 
Turn given to it, and of injurious Infiuuation; and yet 
they ſeem to ſay as much as we have inſinuated in a- 
nother place, p. 6. That it has been oſten fuund neceſſary 
th: make uſe of other Expreſſions than thoſe: of Kripture 
fir detecting and oppoſing Hereſß, &c. They appeal to- 
us indeed, and ſay, IE know they are as much againſt: 
Peoples building their Fuith upon their Authority, and: 
framing their Judgment in Matters f Salvation, upon the 
private Sentiment f their Miniſters, as any hat ſocuer, 
anil\ as careful to iuculcatè this as ue are. But how do) 
Ve End ⁊o it eo By their Preaching) and Converſation ?- 
So they know we are not Ariaus, nor hold any Equi= 
went Noftrines, Nor do we call in queſtion their 
Principle: in this matter, but ſhew the Conſequence' of 
one of their Reaſons, If the Conſequence is juſt, 
thete is no injurious Inſinuation, or any matter of 
Complaint; and they don't pretend to ſhew it is un 
is A E ors juſt 


jaſt. "IF the People have a Righe ro know our Sh, 


then we have a Right to judge for ourſelves of the 
mamer of doing it; and they have no Right, that 


we know of, to preſcribe to us à Va uninſtituted, 
ill Precedent. * C901 BA I DILL 8e | 

Our Brethren think, p. 33. Their Declaring in its 
Place and Seaſon, as proper 'a Means as their Preaching, 
to preſerve their Hearers in the Fuith. If their Ser- 
mont conſiſted only of Declarations and Aſertions, 
without - any Argument, or Attempt's. to prove 
what they lay down; we-readily own, that De- 
claring and Preaching are Means equally. good and 
proper. But they who' reckon it, . 49. a mean At- 
tainment to know the Text of 'Scripture itfelf,” can't be 
ſuſpected of Preaching after this manner: and we 
are ready to declare our Faith in its Place and Ka- 
fon, and ſatisfy any with whom we are concern'd by 
our. dai) Converſation, as well as Preaching. We 


unſatisfactory, and, we think, miſchievous; and ol 
TOW ETSY 4 . 11 * 39 7 


make a great difference between explaining the Senſe - 


of - Scripture” in ot her- than Scripture-Words; and ſub- 
ſcribing human Forms in Articles of Faith made ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation: for all the while we are explain- 


ing Scripture, we are ſtill upon our Rule; but when 
we make our Explications Standards of Faith, and 
diſcriminating-Marks, we go off from our Rule. In 


the former Caſe we declare our real Sentiments, and 
how we underſtand the Scripture, and leave it to 
the People to examine what we ſay by the Word of 
God: but do we do no more' in ſubſcribing human De- 
clarations ? Do we call upon People to ſubſcribe our 
Sermons? Do we make all we declare as our Senie 
neceſſary to be believed? Do we make them Marks 
of Diſtinction between one and another? And when 

they ſay,” That in the Form itſelf. they reſolve their Faith 
entirely into the. Scriptures ; do they leave Men to judge 
cf every Word and Expreſſion in it, as they 8 3 
«+ 2 : * 8 of | hg = theii 
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their own Diſcourſes? And does this make no Dif- 
P ³orTPM!ß:/¼˙—ô P. 
A tender and. ſcrupulous Regard to the Word of God 
ane, as the Standard and Teſt of Truth in matters 
ol Salvation, would eaſily hinder us from ſubſcribing; 
zumun Teſts of neceſſary Truth, and not at all hinder us 
from explaining Scripture in our own Hords : and when 
the Preachings of Men upon it are-made a Standard. 
in its room and together with it, the ſame Regard to 
the Word of God would oblige us to reject them un- 
der ſuch a Conſideration. Nor can this prejudice 
the Miniſtry in the leaſt, much leſs wholy ſet it aide, 
or tempt People to imagine ſtaying at home, or only 'read-. 
ing the Bible, Sen to their Attendance on publick: 
Preaching -, when Attendance on Preaching is at- 
tending on the Scriptures, as wholly and only re- 
ferred to for a Standard; and it is an expreſs Ap- 
pointment of Chriſt for the Edification of the Church, 
which ſubſcribing Articles of Faith in human Words: 
is not. Beſides, every one is left to judge for him- 
felf of the Truth of what he hears afterwards. The 
inpired Writer commended thoſe who ſearched. the 
Scriptures whether theſe things were ſo and the Apo- 
tle thus calls upon Chriſtians, Fudge ye what I ſay. 
But is the ſubſcribing human Forms of ſuch a na- 
ture, as to 1nculcate theſe things? Or will our Bre- 
thren own ſuch a Regard to Them as ſtands directly 
oppoſite to what we here aſſert ? 


The Obſeryations, on the fourth Reaſon, Anſwer d. 


Tho we allow, the Confufions and Diſorders in the 
Church have not been principally owing to Mens de- 
daring their. Faith in other than Scripture-Words ; yet 
tis enough for us, if they have been ſo in part. We 
can't but think that they who retained the Doctrine 
of the Scripture, and yet departed From the TI 
2 


ori; ſinrevencheOrthorbæ were here ecqually fank- 
with the Erroneous. And we doubt the fault of de- 

rg from\Seripture-}75; ds in Articles of Fuith is 
not; ſufficiently 'exeuſed, by others departing from 
bl and Dofirine'tvo. Men firſt departedifrom 
ile Holte ius of the' Scriptures by introducing! unſcrip. 
weal- Words; and afterwards! infſtig' upon them, 
The Words au b and d are both unſcriptiral; 
and were had been the harm if both had been let 
alone?” or not ſuch Might laid upon them? The 
Seripture-Dodcrine which. either of them includes 
ati preſerves: is better expreſs'd in the Scripture- 
Brut to vrhich they relate, and which are ſuppo- 
ſed to contain that Doctrine It appears by all the 
Hiſtory of thoſe times, that the Arian Comroverſy. was 
carried to unwarrantable Extremes, and managed 
With undue femper on both Sides. It is fitter to be 

a Warning; tlian a Pattern to After-Ages; and thould 
make us more ſenſible of the Need of keeping cloſo 
to Krit Hxpreſſions in all Matters of neceſſary 

bj | 


Baith. | The Difference therefore between us here, 
des notlte in the Seripture- Doctrine, which we are 
for preſerving as muehi as they: but we' think, that 
to preſerve the Scripture. Doctrine, tis beſt to keep the 

ripture-Words in all Articles and Subſcriptions. 

Our Brethren have thought fit however to uſe and 
ſubſeribe other Words; which they think it ven po 
fible (p. 34.) may more particularly reſtrain and point out 
the Senſe of the Holy Ghoſt, than thoſe individual Words 
he has ſeen fir-#0-uje. © But tlie Qaeſtion is not ſo much 
whether tis ſimply poſſible for human Words to re- 
ſtrain tlie Sefe of ih Hbly*Ghoft'; but whether any 
Have a Rigbi to do ſo, or have the Poer of authori- 


tative Interpretation. If they have, Mo has that | 


Power.? And hy not one Party of Chriſtians as well 
as another ꝰ We who achnowledge the unſearchable 
Wiſdom of tHe! Holy: Ghoſty are ſatisfyd un 
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of iti gave too juſt occaſion for or to uſertheirowy 
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for not Subſcribing," &. ag 
he has thong br fi to do and what heithinks , e 
<ap't but think heft. But they veſer hare to their 
Reafaus for ſubſcribing 3 and we, to theifarmer hart f 


our Reply. 


One would think at reaſonable tExidence,  'Ehat 


theWords of Men are more liahle in differnue Iutespre- 
ations than the Words of Scriptune; That God i uber 
than Man, and knows bow to expreſs his Senſe. in 
the \fiereft manner, and in the beft Words. But. ſome 


co 0 conſcientionfly Jubſeribe the one, who refuſe che 


aber: That may be, not from the mne 


Senſe af the human Wards, hut their apprebended 
Diſagreeableneſs to the Seriptures; and becauſe the 


human Form ep the Matter atherwiſe than cha 
apprehend the Word of God does: nat more clear- 


y and diſtinctiy. And if erranecms Perſons ubſcribe 


the Scripture Words in a miſtaken Senſe, they muſt 


be convinced by proper Reaſons 3 2 


We muſt in Meekneſs inſtruct thaſe who,oppaſe tt Uk 5 
aul convince Gaiuſayers. And we ſhall Wonder to ſee 
any human Form not capable of the ſame Ambiguity 
atleaſt, with ſome of the plain and ſtrong Expreſ- 
fons of the Scripture concerning this Matter, with- 
out containing ſomething more, or beides what the 
Scripture ſays of it. 98115 1 

Our Brethren charge us with Jncoufftence, with- 
out being confiſtent themſelves : For they allow one 
while, that the Bible is the only and perfet Rule of 
Eiith ; and another while aſſert, That Words of hu- 
man Compoſure may MOR particularly point out 
that, which, by all the juit Rules of Interpretation, MUST 
BE the Senſe of the Holy Ghoſt, than thoſe individual 
Words he has ſeen fit to uſe. Did we not know our 
brethren to be far from infallible, and to diſclaimtheir 
being ſo, as much as our ſelves ; we ſhould think 
ſuch a Sentence as this made ſome Pretence to Infal- 
libiliy. Can Men find out Words to ſpeak the Seuſe 
of the Holy Gba? MORE PA — 
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than his ou Morde do? And ſhall it be ſaid of ſuck 
Words of human Compoſure, that they MUST RE 
the Senſe of the Holy Ghoſt ? A bolder Sentence 
we think, ſcarce ever dropt from the Pens of uninſpi- 
red and fallible Men: Nor can any thing appear to us 
more inconſiſtent with allowing that the 37014 is the 
"ONLY and PERFECT Rule of Faitn. 
But the Contradiction we are charged with lies 
thus: In this Reaſon we are told, ſay our Brethren, 
That the Words of Men appear more liable to differen 
"Interpretations, than the Words of Scripture ; but in the 
Fifth they are ſaid to reſtrain that Latitude of Expreſſn 
in which our great Legiſlator has ſeen fit to deliver his 
"Will to us. Hereupon tis argued, If the Words of 
Men are more liable to different Interpretations, then they 
do not reſtrain this Latitude, but muſt have at leaſt an e- 
"qual, if not à greater Latitude than the Scripture-Ex- 
. preſſion; but if they do reſtrain it, how are they more lia- 
le to different Interpretation? To this we anſwer: 
Words of different Interpretation may reſtrain the 
Senſe of other Expreſſions, if they can be made to 
have any determinate Senſe of their own. Human Words 
are liable to different Interpretations; and yet ſome 
or other Interpretation of thoſe Words may be de- 
termined by the Circumſtances in which they are uſed, 
and determine the Senſe of a Scripture-Expreſſion, 
Which is not ſo circumſtanced. So they may ealilym 
different reſpects be liable to more Interpretations, and yet 
be capable of reſtraining other Expreſſions. And tis 
"eaſy to conceive, that a thing may tend one Way, 
and yet be liable to another; for the Tendency reſpecis 
the Nature of the thing, and the Liableneſs the U- 
chem who uſe it. | 
Both theſe Charges may lie againſt h:yman Words, 
if we ſpeak of them only in the General and Indef 
nitely: for ſome may be faulty upon the account o 
too much reſtraining the Scripture-Expreſſion; and 0- 


_ thers may have the Fault of being too ambiguois, m 


wv "Cn, mow — D 8 2 


$f — ne Sa co bing, K 40 


gal it at all. J wen the very ſame | 
705 be liable. 10 bo to both theſe. 12905 in 


yo i may e h t > ome nate he 2 
00 m rain the Soripture ; and others, Mhich 


IIc t be c ed y wi | both ſe Faults 5 : 
et 2 7 e ame pre ſſion Aich too much 
bh Latitude of Scripture, be itſelf very am 
capable of any, tho not more A eas ung IS: 
to Scripture-Exprefſion. : : And few human forms 
' 


e elcax d one or other of theſe Faults; and moſt 


| of them have, in different Parts, been guilty of 


both. 
After all, if our Brethren had attended to the 


nee eule of the Words CFR the Frurth 
t 


labs, ey could not have run into ſuch a Way of 
arguing from what is {aid in the Hfih. We den t 
ſay, the Words of Men are hable to more Interprra- 
* i. e. a ere oe 0 or that they are liable 


terpretations more different, and oppolite to one 
cher? than the Wor God: which 1 the 
cond of their Miſtake. "Tis ſufficient to our pur- 
n chat they are liable to am different, or op- 
rpretations: For what we ſay here is on- 
125 That Men are more liable to run into theſe 
ferences when they have to do with Mens Words, 
than when they interpret the Words of God. * 1 * 
let the Latitude of Exproſhon be 12 or Me 
the Scri ipeure-Words, for inſtance, be capable * 
622 15 and human Words but of three; yet we 
An Words are more liable to be thus diſſerentl 
1 Men are leſs likely to center in one ws 
the ſame determinate Senſe of human Words, than. the 
1 of God, even tho the latter is more capable 
of different Interpretations; becauſe, as we explain 
gu ſelves 1 in the Sentence following, Al Men may 
Bo, themſelves more at liberty to put their own 
e upon human Bm, Shes, pon the War 4 of. the. 5 


2 | Ut of is of oogreas t Fari nd tho the ſame Expreſ- 
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% Gb. So that thothe Words way exolide 285 | 
Ae the Latitude of Scrip ys reffion.. may 1 
low; yet thoſe different erprcr ns, which after 

"that Refrain, Mens Words may be capable of, are 
more Hkely to be fixed upon them, to decaſich 
Divi 5 and Diforders, than the Words of of the H 
e What is, alledged againſt the Latitude 9 

1 7% on in which our Freut Legiflator has ſecn fit to deli 
| is N to u, we ſhalt confider. under the next 
Rea on: In the mean time we hope our Brethten 
will have that Gladnefi they propoſed to themſelves 
in mat. 0 * — 1 IR 1 
reconci 


. blerrrions, | on "the fiſh mae 
Anſwered. 


Our Brethren 1 That tho ue . Pf are ve 
Mute: "by the Legiſlature to Subſcribe but once, yet thoſe i 
the Eſtabliſhed Church muſt repeat it upon various Occafiuns, 
But, becauſe the Eſtabliſhed Church is oed to do 
it often, does it become Diſſemers from the Eſtablith- 
ment, to invite the ſame Reſtraint ? Don't we al- 
ways reckon it a Privilege, as Well as a Reaſon of our 

Diſſent, That we are freer from Subſcription than 
they? And tho the ſame Reaſons will always oblig 
in the "ſame Circumſtances, z. e. if the Government 

to e it neceſſiry;" yet it does not follow, that 

We are therefore obliged to do the ſame things, with- 
out any ſuch Neceſſty; or to ſet up an Ker 
over one another. And we declare we know no vn 

Huable End ever was, or could be ſerved by that Sub- 
ſcription. If our Brethren had never ſet it a-fot, 
or if it had been unanimouſly rejected, it would have 

| anſwered much more valuable Ends, both to Peace 

| ind Truth: To Peace, which is generally deſtroy 4 

by "ſuch Methods; and to Truth, Which can be on ly 

* 1 Light and Evidence. N oh 
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Our Brethren ſay, They are far from thinking that a} 
. Beere Articles of . Chrch or of equal Tn 
em of ſuch Importance, will believe they have a right 
of denying Communion even to ſuch as our Brethren, 
aud turning them out of the Church. It is impoſſi- 


The | 1 Ez ; * 
: W. believe, with our Brethren, That the Scrip= 


FW Au 4 


not acknowledged 2 Are not they Chriſtians who be- 


lere in Chriſt, and take the Bible as the Rule of 
Faith and Practice, without believing in the Convo- 


cation and Aſſembly ? Are not they Chriſtians who call 
w Man Maſter but Chriſt, and ſtand up for his SOLE 
Authority in the Church? Who know no FHundation 
but that of the Prophets and Apoſtles, JESUS CHRIST 
HIMSELF being the chief Corner-Stone? When the 
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Diſciples were firſt called Chriſtians at Aprioc h, visit 
for embracing the Scripture, or ligning human Forms? 
And if they mean the Belief of 2 
trine, what is this Remark made for?ꝰ | 
Mee readily own the Scriptures have their Proper 
Seuſe, as all human Laws have; and the Senſe of th 
Hator may be one, when the Senfe of the Yrþ 
may poſſibly admit a Latitude, and be ſuited to raiſe 
in our Minds more Senſes than one, tho never coxtr 
Senſes. Are we not often forced to take in a giver 
Senſe, becauſe we can't certainly determine what is 
the preciſe? The Words of Divine Wiſdom are bj 
with Senſe, and may ſometimes purpoſely deſign to 
convey more Senſes than one; or only give a gereral 
Notion of the thing, without determining Partias 
Hars about it. In this Caſe, tis every one's Bufineſs 
to find out the true Meaning, or come as near it as he 
can, by the Uſe of all the Helps afforded him. But 
28 an muſt underſtand that Rule for himſelf in 
the beſt. manner he is able. Other Mens Senſe of 
Scripture does not make it the Law of God to 1, any 
farther than their Evidence and Proof makes it our 
our, And tho ſome may miſtake the true Senſe 
where there is a Diverſity ; yet that muſt be remedied, 
not by S$bſcription of Hands, but by Conviftion of 
Mind : And faber in ſome Caſes, it muſt be left, 
after all, to the great Judge to determine between 
them We think. this a 


” — 
” s I 


ſober and ſafe Account of 
the Matter, and which imports no Danger at all. 
fallible Men will ſet themſelves up as Judges, and 
"Authoritative Interpreters of what MUST BE tie 
Senſe of the Legiſlator, to others, when they are 4 
likely to miſtake the right Senſe of Scripture as their 
Neighbours ; we apprehend this is of a more dang- 
rot Import, than any thing in our Expreſſion. 

The Latitude in which our great Legiſator has feen 
fe to deliver his Mi to us, does manifeſtly allow more 
to buman Failiy than Men are willing to allow, 1 


their 


the Scripture- Doc: 


„ —_—_ 1 —_ 8 W LI 
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cheir Dealings with ane another. The Senfe of Scrip- 
dhe is one, Bur yet there may be more Duperfiftions 
ſoxtſeen, conſidered and provided for, as the Holy 
Cho has left things, than when Men come to ſtate 
matters in oppoſition to one another. And we re- 
dice to think that the Latitude of Scripture-Expreſſion 


* 


{s ſuch, as to leave room for the Salvation Taps. 
and 


who may be. condemned as Hfreticks by xcalbis 
„ EOS 


Ile Obſervations, on the fixth Reaſon; © 


Anſwered. 


The Eſteem our Brethren declare for the Am: 
s Catechiſm, as one of the mo#? excellent Summaries of 
Religion, we think, we do ſhew 1n all proper ways, as 
much as they; by teaching it in our Families, 
Schools, and Congregations: but to uſe it as a 
TEST, is introducing. a Movelly among us, and 
which our Forefathers never knew in any Points of 
Difference, which happen'd among them, tho ſome- 
times thought of the greatef? Importance to Chriſtianity, 
as well as the matter now in debate. £4 

We muſt here deſire the Reader to take notice, that 
our Brethren are pleaſed wholly to overlook this part 
of our fixth Reaſon, That ſubſcribing to the Aﬀens- 
by's Catechiſm was to pay a neu or unprecedented Re- 
pard to it. As they have left this untouched, for 
a very good Reaſon ; ſo we imagine they have left 
that Reaſon in full force. For, if the Aſembly had 
any ſuch opinion of its Uſe; or if any o "choſe wiſe 
and good Men ſince, who eſteemed it with us and 
our Brethren an excellent Summary of the Chriſtian Re- 
lzion, had ever thought ſuch a Regard to it proper or 
warrantable ; tis ſomewhat ſtrange there ſhould ne- 
yer be one Inſtance of it before this our Brethren were 
pleaſed to begin with, We will not here obſerve ly. 
who it has been thought improper on ſome other Oc- 

caſions; 
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cannot underſtand that what the 4/embly drew up 
for Carechifing ſuch as are of weaker Capacities, 
cquld be ever intended for a diſcriminating, or ſa- 
tisfactory Evidence of the ſound Faith of Miniſter; , 

hat is, as we ſtill apprehend it, a Standard of Faith 

or an Aſſembly of Droines ; eſpecially. when the ſame 
Aſſembly had drawn up a Confeſſon of Faith, as well 
as this Catechiſm. And in that Confeſſion we find 
them thus ſtrongly declaring for the Scripture Suffci- 
ciency :, Thoſe things which are neceſſary to be 
«© Known, and believed, and obſerved for Salvation, 
ce are ſo clearly propounded and opened in ſome 
3 1 8 of Scripture or other, that not only the 


„ © 


Learned, but the Unlearned, in the uſe of ordina; 


ry Means, may attain to a ſufficient underſtand- 

r e 5 
© But it is ſaid by our Brethren, 7s it to be ſuppoſel 
they would draw up and publiſh what they did not believe? 
No ſurely ; far be it from us to ſuppoſe any ſuch 
thing of them: But does it therefore follow, they 
muſt alſo be ſuppoſed not to ſcruple a Subſcription to 
it? Or not to diſcourage any, from doing the like? For 
this they might do, how firmly ſoever they believed 
what they had drawn up. Our Brethren can hard- 
Iy doubt, ſince our late unhappy Differences, that 
tis very poſſible a Body of Diuines may ſcruple 2 
Subſcription even to - what they believe. The hum- 
ble Advice of this Afembly to both Houſes of Par- 
liament, was only for a Catechiſm, and not for 2 
Standard of Faith ; and as a Catechiſm only, it was 
received and recommended. A Subſcription to it 
Abate. or in part, was not ſo much as thought 
When we conſider (ſaith the Parliament) what 
ce ſome Miniſters of the Presbyterian Judgment, and 
© Members of that A/embly, (in their Book ſubſcri- 


«© bed Snectymnuus, dedicated to the Parliament) N 
enn * x 


1 6 p ” k 1 £ \s e 8 9 2 
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« of the Liturty then eſtabliſhed by Law, ( Hu ie 


«ger never eftabliſÞed to be fo puntiualy obſerved," 
« rigorouſly preſſed to the caſting out of all that ſcruple # 
4 any thing in it) we have reaſon well to. conſider 
«what we put the Kamp of Publick Authority” up- 
6e n: For if this Uniformity of the Direftory, 
Church Government,, Confeſſion of Faith, and Cate- 
. cim, fhould produce ſuch a rigid Conformity unto 
them, it is not eaſy to foreſee all the Miſchiefs 
and Inconvenienc ies it would beget, tho we eaſi- 
4 ly gueſs — would not be ſmall, by what we 
« nde felt in the Hike in“! OI 
Nay, ſuch was the Senſe the Aſſembly itſelf had of 
this Catechiſm, that when it was apprehended, there 
was a Deſign to eſtabliſh it as the ſole Directory of 
Catechifing, even that was oppoſed publickly by a 
very confiderable Member of the Aſſembly, as an unwar- 
rantable Regard to it, as an unfit and 2 ern Im- 


# . 
? 


poſition f: and aceqrdingly it was ſet aſide, and ne- 


fr roo place, Br ou f 
If we receive the Article, as our Brethren fay, 5 
becauſe ue apprehend it to be the very Doctrine reveale b 
ir the Scripture ; then, the places of Scripture which b 
expreſs this very Doctrine, may be pointed out ; } 
Declaration of the Lords and Commons, in anſwer to the [+ 
voa ſhall find two third parts of that Catechiſm to be as 4 | g! 


Comn , or Expoſition upon thoſe Portions of Scripture, Exod. 20. 
and Matth. 6, commonly call d the LOR D's Prayer and Ten Com- 
mandments. To enſoin Minifters to receive into their Congregations 
fir publick Uſe, Commentaries compoſed by Men ſubject to Error, 
and ex Animo ro ſubſcribe to them, (or that which is equivalent) 
to own them and teach them to others, not only as Truths, but as 
te TRUE MEANING of the SPIRIT in ſuch or ſuch 
2 Text; is ſuch an impoſing, as in the worſt of Times the Miniſters 
ons, or any reformed Church, hath not yet been acquainted 
„ ; 


7 1. Phil, Nye, Beams of former Light, Londow 1660. 5. 77. 
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and the owning : eures will be o 

| 2 10 it 2 cient without the 4945 | 
n believe f e very Scriptures, . whi 

£2 Alo d ? And can't we 


N ae of fu en them ? i gen 

28 Helps, without making them m 755 
They Ning the Subſtanc e of, the Chriſtian Doctrine 
into. a narrow Compals | "3 the Inſtruction of youn- 
ger , and to train them up to read the erp 
tures with more Underſtanding Sod if "tis fl 


them, not to uſe, Sham to * Ao ſe for which they 
were never intended, then 50 went been us 


Have flighted- them too. 


}\ 


The Obſervations, os ' the french Regs, 
Auſwered. 


. Brethren here acquaint . gba never 40 nor 
do in the leaf? pretend to mak the xplications of Men, 
a Rule to determine the Senſe of Scripture. By this; we 
by: they grant, our Reaſon would hold good «- 
Jubſcribing the Words of Men, if they ſet up 
the e in order to determine the Senſe of Scripture, 
as inverting the great Rule of determining Con- 
« troverſies among Proteſtants. If this is truly 
the Senſe of the Subſcribers, we muſt be very unhappy 
indeed to have any Difference with them; for we 
apprehend there can be no Occafion for any. Since if 
the Word. of Men they ſubſcribed, were not deſigned. 
to determine the Suse of Scripture in the Boctiſe of 
the Trinity, we cannot apprehend any realon t ere 
was to ſubſcribe them at all Sure we are, there 
Was not any reaſon for Reſlectibn on thoſe that did 
not ſubſcribe them; eſpecially if, as they add, they 
leave it ſtill to others 20 judge for. themſel; ves. There 
fore we hope, they leave others at liberty to jud 
for — whether zhoſe elan, of = 0: 
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ther Explications of Men, are a fit Rule whereby to 
determine the Senſe of Scripture. And is it not 
then reaſonable, in the preſent--imhappy State of 
our Difference, that our Brethren ſhould let the 
World fully know, © they do not judge us themſelves, 
« and that others ought not to cenſure us, for the 
& Uſe we have made of that Liberty?” Let it ſeems 
there is {till an Uſe to be made of theſe Explica- 
tions of Men, and of ſubſcribing them too, in our 
Brethrens Opinion; that is, declaring what we be- 
leve to be che determinate Senſe of Scripture. We 
with our Brethren had been a little more expreſs on 
this Head; and had opened to us a little further 
the Difference of ſubſcribing the Explications of Men 
as the determinate Senſe of Seripture, and uſiug them 
as determining the Senſe of Scripture ; for it is at pre- 
| ſent what we do not underſtand, as applicable to our 
Caſe. Either the Scriptures have a determinate Senſe 
of their own, without the help of Mens Explications, 
or they have not: if they have ſuch a determinate 
Senſe of their own, that determinate Senſe is every 
way ſufficient, and to be preferred to any other; nor 
is any other to be made equal with it, or {et above it; 
nor therefore to be uſed, where there is the leaſt 
ground of Suſpicion it is uſed as a Standard of Faith, 
4 Privilege ſolely due to the Scriptures themſelves. 
But if they have not ſuch a determinate Senſe of 
their own, and the Explications of Men are ſuppoſed 
neceſſary to make Determinations for them, ſuch 
Explications do then certainly determine their Senſe : 
A Uſe of them, which we thought we had reaſon to 
refuſe ; and which we apprehend our Brethren do in 
effect allow us, when they declare, it is an Uſe they 
never did, nor do in the Ieaſt pretend to make of them. 


H The 
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The Obſervations, - on the eighth Reaſon, 


We mi (ſay our Brethren) in Juſtice to ' ourſelves, 
deny i here is any thing in this. Acl of ours (Subſcribing 
that has the nature 0j Impoſition. To which we 2 
in Juſtice to our ſelves reply, That ſomething more 
is neceſſary, to clear that Act from the nature of Inpo- 

f tion, than a bare Denial of it. We do not charge any 
of our Brethren, who diſclaim it, with fuch an In- 
tention; but that Act, nevertheleſs, may have much 
of the nature of Impofition in it: Thus it appeared to 

Us ; and we mult judge for our ſelves, and not by the 
Judgment of other Men. Our Brethren think it ab- 
ſurd to charge what they did, with the nature of In- 
pofeion, when they did it with the greateſt freedom. 

ut what name ſhall we give to ſuch a' way of Rea- 
. ſoning as this? That becauſe our Brethren were 
mighty free and zealous in what they did themſelves, 

9 1 6 65 they had no deſign of impoſing upon others. 

People don't uſe to lay Burdens on their own Shoul- 
ders, but upon other Mens: They ſay indeed, that 
there were no Methods of Compulfion upon others, but 
every Man was left to his own liberty. And tis true 
our Brethren have no Powey to compel, or to uſe ex- 
ternal Force; and we hope they have no Diſpoſition to 
it. But was there not all the Force uſed which they 
had in their power ? Were there no Intimations of 
our being marked and branded? No Hints that we 
ſhould repent our not Subſcribing ? Was there not 2 
very angry breaking away from us; and ſo a Threatning 
of every thing which could be the effect of their Dif 
pleaſure? Was not the Reſentment carried ſo far, as 
to refuſe a Return to us? Proteſting againſt all we did 


without Subſcribing ? Was there not a denying to ad- 
; 7 wha + „ mit 


for not Subſcribing, c. 59 
mit our VIIIth Article, as a Means of common Peace? 
Has not our Non-ſubſcribing been uſed to bring us 
under Diſreputation; and that in the moſt flagrant 
manner, and with great Injuſtice, and for a great 
while together, without any publick Notice and Diſ- 
countenance ? Theſe things ſpoil the Boaſt of leaving 
every Man to his own liberty, .. 


Till all Cenſure, Reproach, and every kind of Inju- 
ry, merely for not ſubſcribing, be effectually taken a- 
way, it will leave our Reaſon much ſtronger than we 
wiſh it to be. Something to this good Purpoſe we had 

round to expect in our Brethrens Anſwer ; becauſe 
they who diſclaim a deſign of impofing the Subſcrip- 
tion, could not but deſign that no ſuch evil Conſequences 
ſhould follow on the refuſal of it ; and could not 
but judge all ſuch Reproach unreaſonable and un- 


quit 


* that of all others which not improves upon our 
ands. It has already obtain'd a formal Sanction in 
an Aſſembly, That no Perſon ſhall be admitted to preach 
as a Candidate, or be ordained to the Miniſtry, or re- 
commended to any Congregation, as far as they can 


event it, unleſs he profeſs his Aſſent to what our 


r 
Brethren have ſubſcribed. And tho they declare 
it is not their Defign to exclude any from the Miniſtry, 
who ſhall in any other human Words ſufficiently explain 


the Soundneſs of their Faith; yet it ſeems they muſt 


ſufficiently explain it, and in human Words too, on pain 


of Deprivation, as far as they can effe& it. Our 
Rars of ſuch Conſequences from their Ad might 
have been thought unreaſonable, if ſo many Perſons 
who may be ſuppoſed to underſtand their meaning as 


well at leaſt as V can, had not aftualy-made-this 
Uſe of it; and in ſo doing, expreſſed their Foy in 


the Harmony that is between them, and their Thanks 
ee 


Tis, after | all, with Sorrow we find, that how 
abſurd ſoever our Brethren think this Reaſon, *tis 
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for ſeaſonab Freier in a matter of ſo great In- 
portance f. If this has not the Nature of Impoſition, it 
muſt be owned we want ſome new Explications to 
give a determitiate Senſe to the Words of our own Lan- 
guage, as well as the Words of Scripture. —» 


Tue Obſeryations, on the ninth Reaſon, 
_ Anſwered. . 
We have our Brethren here rejoicing with us, to 
find Chriſtian Liberty aſſerted: and they tell us, that 
they may confiſtently with their own Principles, and with 


as great ſtrength of Argument, plead for it, as any others. 


They might indeed, for ought we know, if it had 
been plain (as they ſay) from the foregoing Head, that 
their Declaration had nothing in it of the Nature of 
Impofition ; but till that ſhall be made ſomewhat more 
plain, the Conſiſtence of Chriſtian Liberty, with ſuch 
Principles as we apprehend neceſſary to maintain 
that Declaration, will ſtill want a farther Explana- 
We do not well ſee. to what part of the Argument 
the following Words belong ; 1 5 it be thought im- 
poſſzble for any but Antitrinitarians to be the great Patrous 
of Chriſtian Liberty] tho we gueſs by the Place where 
this Paſſage ſtands, it was deſigned. to. ſerve ſome 
8 or other. We hope we have ſhewn the 
ſorld, that many who fully agree with our Bre- 
thren in the Belief of the Trinity, may at the fame 
time, and conſiſtently with all their own Principles, 
be Patrons of Chriſtiau- Liberty : A Cauſe, to which, 
at all times, we owe the moſt render Regard ; and 
are under the higheſt Obligations of Gratitude, to 
. 3 
| + Ser the Letter to the Miniſters in London, who ſubſcritd, &c- 

in che ACCOUNT of what war tranſacted in the ASSEM- 
BLY of the Miniſter: of Bevon and Cornwal. 5 

preve 
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and Uſefut Defence. of it, in our own Time. ö 

We muſt inform the World, That we think the 
Faith of the Trinity as ſafe without Subſcriptions as with 
them: but whether Chriſtian Liberty-is as ſafe with the 
Uſe of Subſcriptions as without them, we ſhalt leave 
the World to judges © £ 

What our Brethren alledge as to Precedents in for- 
mer Times, we think by no means proper to be men- 
tioned here: they were often bad enough on both 
fdes, and are not fit to be brought in as Precedents 


Anſwered, 


In this Reaſon we ſay, © We foreſaw the Sub- 
* ſcription inſiſted on would oeccafion Refletjons, 
and become a Mark of Diſtinfon: The Truth of 
which has been made too evident ſince. But this 
our Brethren intimate might have been prevented 
by this excellent Project: Could all have been ſatisfied 
to ſubſcribe, there would then have been no occaſion for 
ReflefFions, or any Mark of Diſtin&ion at ad. But 
did not our Brethren know at the time of Subſcription, 
as well as W'i, that many who had the ſame Faith 
concerning the 7rinity with them, yet could not be 
ſatisfied to ſubſcribe any human Explication as a 
Standard of their Faith, which they took that Sub- 
ſeription to be? And why could not we know this 
of ſome, as they did of others, by their own telling us 
ſo? Men may ſurely many ways ſignify their Aſent 
tothe Truth of an human Explication, and make Uſe 
of ſuch Explications on many occaſions too; when 
jet they are not ſatisfied to give an undue Authority 
tothem, as they think a Subſcription would do, when 
that is made the diſtinguiſhing Evidence of the Sound- 
neſs of their Faith. So that how reaſonable 9 

tne 


The Obſeryations, on the renth Reaſon, N 
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the Project might be in itſelf, for ALL to fab ſcrile; 
yet at the Time and in the Circumſtances our Brethren 

were for trying it, they could not but know it waz 
By what we did, ſay our Brethren, we only deſprd 

v0 bear a free and open Teſtimony. of our Faith in tleſs 
Fundamental Points. To which we reply, That ye 

have born an open Teſtimony too, by our Declara- 
-tzon, and preaching upon it, to the Satigſaction of rea- 
ſonable People, and to their Confirmation; and we 
have this greater Comfort in the diſcharge of our 
Duty, to think that we have occaſion'd no Injury to 

any others. As to what our Brethren add, of dereffing 

thoſe who are departed from the Faith ; we beg leave to 

ask, Is it only a detecting thoſe who are departed from 

the Faith, and bringing them under Diſreputation, 

that is to be aimed at? Indeed that is all, which Sl 
ſcription is able to do. But we thought, Conviftionof 
Error, and recovering them to the Faith, had been 1 
nobler End; which mere Subſcription is not likely to ob- 
tain. Beſides, this is not a certain way of detefing 
the Erroneous; becauſe there are now other Reaſons 
for not ſubſcribing human Forms, as well as that of 
-bolding contrary Opinions. TY 30 Ree 
-* We do not underſtand who are referr'd to here, by 
' thoſe who are departed from the common Faith. We can 
truly ſay, if this refer to any of our Body, that, as far 
as we know, (to uſe our Brethrens Words) the Ir 
finuation is not more injurious than weak and groundkſs. 
We hope we ſhall not be wanting, in any proper 
Methods, to our own ju#? Reputation and Uſefulnſs, 
any more than our Brethren ; nor to the Jntere? of 
Truth, and Safety of precious Souls. But we would not 
make the Interest and Reputation of any particular 
Perſons, an Engine to deer the Uſefulneſs and 

Reputation of any others. | 1 
But after our Brethren have ſpoke of their ſuſcri- 

' bing as their Duty, and told us, that their own juſt Re- 
| | e prutation 
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uation and Uſefulneſs,” but eſpecially the Intereſt of Truth, 
aul the Safety of precious Souls, ought to be dearer to them 
han the temporal Titereft, or Reputation, of any particular 
pay on whatſoever ; They go on to ſay that ſhould the 
publick Diſeſteem fall on their fide (who refuſed the 
Gbſcription) it will be accidental. 5 

Now this we cannot underſtand, unleſs they ac- 
count it an Accident whether the Publick will eſteem 
their Subſcription a Duty ; in which not only their 
juſt Reputation and Uſefulneſs, but alſo the Intereſt of 


Truth, and the Safety of precious Souls, is concerned. 


For if they think the Publick will eſteem of their Act, 
is they are pleaſed in this place to do themſelves; it will 
xt be an accidental, but a neceſſary Conſequence, That 
the publick Diſeſteem ſhould fall on the other fide. 
Jo conclude this Obſervation; they ſay, That the 
Iſeftion has not yet ſo far prevailed, as to ſecure thoſe 
from Reproach, who ſhall deny or betray thoſe Truths, is 
matter of great T hank fulveſs to God. We hope theſe 
kind Expreſſions were not deſigned for the Non-Sub- 
ſribers : but we muſt obſerve, if they were not, they 
do not ſo properly come in as an Anſwer to their Rea- 
ſms; where, as they are likely to be miſapplied, ſo 
they are of no uſe to our Brethrens Vindication, our 
Reaſon ſpeaking only of ſeveral who had the ſame 


Fith concerning the Trinity with our ſelves and our 


Brethren. And as thoſe Expreſſions cannot with 


any Juſtice be applied to us, we hope our Brethren 


vill think with us, that it is a Duty in which the 
jſt Reputation, and Uſefulneſs of ws all, the Intereſt 
af Truth, and Safety of precious Souls, is concern'd, 
to take care that the Infection of raſh Cenſuring, and 
throwing unjuſt Reproach on the Innocent, may never 


prevail ; and that it is matter of great Thankfulneſs 


boGOD, when we ſee his ng on our Care, and 
ind it does not prevail. And yet we muſt add, That 
If the publick Diſeſteem and Reproach, 1s made to fall, 
vt accidentally, but in the natural and foreſeen Conſe- 
=” e quence 
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mqmuence of things, upon them ho neither 


e publicly own and defend the 7d ee 
Marter of grear Humiliation before "GOD, wng 
| Juſt Blame to them who gave the Occaſion, and we 
man mau 


The Obſervations, on the eleventh Reaſon, 
| ” 


Me know of none, ſay our Brethren, that ever dec 
red againſt a free and voluntary Subſcription of what thy 
believe to be the real Senſe of Scripture. But our Brethren 
know of ſome, we ſuppoſe, that did not look upon 
that Subſcription either as free or voluntary; when there 
was ſo much Warmth ſhewn in preſſing it; ſo much 
Heat and Cenſure on refufing it. I hey know of many 
among ourſelves, we ſuppoſe, who have often deck: 
red againſt Inpoſition; and that they eſteemed it an 
Impoſition, when the Uſe of an indifferent thing was 
required of them as neceſſary : And who had ab 
ſo declared, they did not think themſelves free, where 
they were not A'S free to let a thing alone, if they 
thought it proper, as they were to uſe it, if they 
thought it convenient. The making Subſcription 
to human Words neceſſary to Uſefulneſs and Reputatin, 
is an unwarrantable Vnpoſition, in the Judgment d 
All who ever ſeparated from the Eſtabliſhed Church; and 
was publickly diſcountenanced in a late Inſtance, in 
which all our Brethren were concerned. We mull 
therefore repeat it, that we think the Subſcription 
we declined, © would have highly reflected on thoſe 
© among our ſelves, who had been known often to 
ce declare againſt every thing of this nature, had 
te we complied with it.” And we apprehend that 
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This Reaſon, our Brethren ſay, is built upon d falſe 

tion, that the Subſcribers art Advocates for forced 
95 and this they call an unkind Inſiniatium, 
iu Reaſon built upon a falſe Sngphſition; that all Oo- 
tafion; of Unkindneſs on every ſide may be taken a- 


way. But whenever our Bretfir en ſhall be pleaſed | 


tb produce their Proofs of this, we hope the late Pro- 
ceedings at Extrem will not be; dur of them We have 
ſeen; how eaſily volunt ary Subferiptions, as they call 
them; grow upto Reſolutions + and an Aſſent is requi- 
red to thoſe: Explications, as neceſſary to the very Be- 
and Exerciſe of the Miniſterial Office. This is a 


quick Proof, chat the Conſequencer, We apprehended 


9 
C2 


follow upon our Compliance with the propoſed 
ſcription, were not merely imuginary; and: that 
therefore it was nor Humour, but a juftifrable Prudence 
that cauſed us to decline itt. [+ C1 379) 
As to what our Brethren alledge concerning the 
anmon Enemies of the Diſſenters, we ſhall only ſay, 
That they may well encourage and'approve of, what - 
wer tends to divide the Body, and to weaken our com- 
mon Iereſt; and they are always known to rejoice 
* theſe thing. But we think our non-ſubſcribing 
an give no Advantage to the Enemies of our Faith, ſo 
long as we publickly own and defend it: Or if it does, 
tis an Advantage our Brethren have given all their 
Lives, before the Inte Subſcriptinn, as well as WE: 
And 'tis an Advantage — our Brethrens inſiſt- 
7} | ing 
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We can aſſure them we ſhall'be heartily glad to find 


n n WM gh, 18 


N 
rr > —_ — 
W r 


P : 

: 

4 

4 

Hh 

" 

| 

Fi 

* 

* 

1 

45 

1 

94 

1 

f 
12 
* 

oY. 

"41 


r — ES 
rr 7 


——— — + 


66 A Defcnceof the RN, e 7 


ing on what they had 20 Right to require of us; an 
we could not ſafely comply with. Weſtill hog 
that the Enemies of our Liberty have gained much 
greater Advantage from the Condułt of our Bro- 
thren, than the Enemies of our Faith can gain from 
the Conduct on our fade. 
As to our Brethrens elm Appeal, p. 44. we de- 
clare that we allow not our ſelves to queſtion their 
Sincerity and Intention; but would all along be under- 
ſtood to ſpeak only of the Nature and Tendencj of 
particular Afjons.” Only this we muſt fay, that the 
late Subſcription, as it was brought into the 4ſſemlj, 
and urged there with all its Circumſtances of Enfurce- 
mem, was a quite diſferem thing to what; our Brethren 
make ĩt in their Vindication; where tlie Reader is led 
into a Notion of ſubſcribing in àa manner perſecihj vi- 
luntary, without any Harm to enſue _ a Re'uſal, 
The Action thus ſtrippd of all/thoſe Circumſtances 
which make up the greateſt Part of our Argument 
againſt it, may appear Hharmleſ,; but according to 
the Views we have of it, and the Accounts we have 
given, it cannot do ſo. The Circumſtances of things 
make a great Difference, even in laufuli Matters, ' Al 
things are Iawful for me (ſays St. Paul) but all thing 
are not expedient. - And àgain, I will not lie brought un- 
der the Pouer of any. And yet here we. muſt beg 
leave to join with our Brethren in a hearty Appeal 
to our common LORD, (their LORD: and ours) 
That it was tt Humour, but Senſe! of Duty, which 
with-held us from ſubſcribing in their Manner: And 


Ve are ſure the Temptation was leſs on our Side than 


theirs, and tlie riſque we run was manifeſtly greater. 

* The Conſequences we apprehended were neither 
ſo diſtant, nor merely imaginary, as our Brethren re- 
preſent : This we have ſhewn..in one Inſtance above; 
and if it be needful, we have other Proofs to pro- 
duce. And there will always be Ground to appre- 


hend, further Impoſitions may be inſiſted on, whey 
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we find Men willing to impoſe to the utmoft᷑ of their 
Id conclude: is of ail other things the moſt 
unpleaſant and grievous to maintain a public Diſpute 
with our Brethren ;. we think both They and We 
might be better employ d in defending the Truth a- 
gainſt our common Enemies; or in attending to the 
Affairs of our reſpective Congregations. But thus much 
ve have thought ourſelves boufid to, from a juſt Diſ- 
like of thoſe things they have ſeem'd to impute to us, 
and in neceſſary Vindication, of our ſelves. 
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Is Obſeryarions on the POSTSCRIPT, 


Me had ſaid, © In our declining. the Subſcription 
propos d to us, we apprehend we have taken 2 
more effectual Courſe to prevent the Growth of 
Errors concerning the Doctrine of the Trinity, 
(whether thoſe of Arius, or any other) than even 
our Brethren who. ſo: earneſtly inſiſted on it.“ 


Hereupon our Brethren ſay, that if this could be clear- 


made out, it-would, they confeſs, be, to them extraordi- 
wary, And we in our turn confeſs, that we thought 
ve had clearly made it out; tho we did not appre- 
hend that the doing this, was any ſuch extraordi- 
nary Performance. The plain Queſtion here is, who 
have taken the more effeftual 2 to prevent the Growth 
of Errors, &c. We, in our declining. the Subſcription 
propos'd to us; or They, by ſo earneſtly inſiſting up- 
on it? We told the World, that in our Apprehen- 
ſion, ours was the more eſfectual Courſe and thought 
we had clearly made it out too, by pointing at thoſe 
luorveniences and Miſchiefs which are likely to attend 
the Method they choſe ; all which we eſcaped by de- 


clining a Subſcription in thoſe Cir 
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te The tempting Men to queſtion whether the Scrip- » 
£, tpres be ſo perfect a Rule of Faith ag P Proteſtz 7 
| all along rep! eſented them to e; aud to 
5 mnclude there m be ſomethin Wan — 
e Sirens: Arguments and Evidenc When We be 
L ourſelves to human Declarations, and Site 
vs 1 upon thoſe which are unqueſtionab 
[ Ly 105 $ The giving great Advantage to the Ad- 
 verl rfaries of the Sctipture-Do&tine, when we ar 
ce liged to defend not only the Doctrine itſelf, but 
ce the — Wards made neceſſary to explain it: Tha 
© it cannot be but new Queſtions will be ſtarted, 
ce and new Points 17775 to be defended; all which 
* Aub be Difficutties needleſſy brought. upon our 
< ſelves, and create Diſputes among thoſe who en- 
brace the Truth, and might join in ſupporting 


cc 
«ir, 

LT pointing at theſe Miſchiefs which their Me- 
thodd is likely to be attended with, and which our 
is in no danger of, we apprehend chat we did ven 

2 make out, that we tool the more effectul 

Courle to prevent the Growth of Errors, &c. Whe- 

; Fb in a nee they have invalidated his Prof 
ve ſhall ſee preſently. 

But ſupp oſe we had not bed thus particuliri 
_ making. out this matter, would it be difficult 1 pe- 
ſuade any of the ſame Faith with our Brethren, (as to 
the Trinity, they muſt mean) of the-Fuſtice of this 4 

 (prehenfon ? * Certainly ſo plain a Point might have 
| ſeen, tho we had not taken the pains toſhey 

it: and ſure we are, that many of thoſe whoſe 

Faith i in the Trinity is founded upon the Scriptures, 
axe fully perſuaded: of the Juſtice of our Apprebenſon, 

. That declining this Subſcription was a mut f 

Hua! Courſe to prevent, 8c. and we are willing to 

A oy that all ſach are of the Jane Faith with our 
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uh prevent the, Growth of: Surely there Was no1 
of lach a Vaiß, when we had expreſly nam'd the, 
Arius ; and added, or any other. From what fo 


i rheir next Words, we rake occaſion now farther 


bo particulerizd, and ſay, That if either thoſe in the 
New Scheme, (whatever be underſtood by it) be fal- 
len into any dangerous Errors; or if even out Bre- 
thren be ſo, (which we are far from charging them 
with) We rene our way more effectual to ſtop 
the Growth of em, than Theirs,  _ 
In anfwer to the reſt of this, and the next Para- 
graph, we muſt again tell the World, (What our 
Brethren know very well) That we have no Con- 
troyerſy with them abour tlie Doctrine of the Tranity ; 
but about the Mrhad they have taken to ſacure. it, 
by declaring in human Words, and requiring others 
to do ſo.too, SOD race, 0 their: ped 
neſs; and not expreſly allowing, thole who are diſ- 
ſatisfied with this Method, 70 J 150 in Words of 
Scripture only. And in this view of the matter, it 
lainly appears, that the Queſtion they here put, 

iz. Does what we have ſubſcribed contain any. thing 
ronrary to the Scripture-Dottrine ? ] is nothing to the 
purpoſe. They add; For ſeeing they (the Non- Sub- 
{:ribers) Keen us (the Subſcribers) in the dark, aud 


* 


will not Jet us know how they underſtand the Scriptwres, 
we cannot tell, whoſe Interpretation they will reckou Erro- 
neous, and conſequently what does- tend either to prevent or 
promote the Growth of Error concerning this Doctrine. And 
dare our ' Brethren ſay, that we keep them in the 
dark, and will not let them know how we under- 
ſtand. the Scriptures? Have they any other reaſon 
to ſay ſo, but becauſe we declined. the preſs Set 

ealon ? 


ſeription? Or can this be reckon'd a good 


Do we not in the Courſe of our publick Miniſtra« 
; 5 f | tions, 


lainly told, what thoſe particular 
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tions, ſpeak as plainly, and as fully, as they can do? 
Or in private Converſation, have we. ever affegeq 
to keep in the dark, any more. than they? This 

harge is ſo very unkind a one, that we are Willing 
to hope it is laid to us only by ſome few who drew 
up/ehe Pradications 

They go on: V don t ſee. how, our declaring can 
tempt am to queſtion the Scripture's being a perſeti Rule of 
Faith, &c. Neither did we ever fay, that declaring, 
ſimply conſider d, had any ſuch Tendency ; but we 
then thought, and ſtill think, that declaring in human 
Words, and making it neceſlary for others to do ſo, 
as an Evidence of their Soundneſs in the Faith, vill 
very probably tempt many to think, that the 
= . are not ſo perfect a Rule, as Proteſ- 
* tants have all along repreſented them to be: 
and that for this plain Reaſon ; becauſe if the Scrip- 
tures are a perfect Rule of Faith, the Man who be- 
lieves them, is ſound. in the, Faith, tho he ſhould 
refuſe to ſubſcribe any human Form whatſoever, | 
In the next Paragraph we are in ſome ſort com- 
plain'd of for uſing the Word TEST fo often, without 
letting the World know what we mean by it. Our 
Brethren are certain it is no Scripture-Word; and they 
may be equally certain that we did not uſe it as ſuch, 
But is this Word then ſo difficult to be underſtood, 
or ſo ſeldom uſed in our days, as to need explaining? 
For the Benefit of thoſe who affect to be ignorant 
in this matter, we will. for once tell them (what al- 
moſt every body knows) the meaning of this unac- 
ceptable Word. By a TEST then, we f mean what- 
ſoever is made uſe of to try Men, to witneſs for or 
againſt them, as they comply with or refuſe it ; and 
in the preſent caſe, to diſcriminate between the Sound 
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+ What we have ſaid in the Firſt Part of our Reply might be fil. 
Feiens to refer to in this matter. . 1 


0 


and 
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and the Unſound in the Faith. And ſince the firſt 
Article, and the fifth and fixth Anſwers, have been 
made uſe of by our Brethren for this purpoſe”; we 
apprehend theſe may properly be called a TEST, and 
They be juſtly ſaid to have ſer them up as ſuch. Our 
Brethren tell us in the ſame Paragraph, ſpeaking ſtill 
with regard to a Tes#, that they know there are Jeve- 
ral ways of expreſſing the ſame Dofrinal Truth any one of 
which, it ſeems, is better than the Scripture way. For 
while we are plainly given to underſtand that ex- 
preſfing the Doctrinal Truth ' that way, will be ut- 
terly unſatisfactory, they are ſo kind as to let us 
know, that if in any other way we will ſatisfy them 
that we do really underſtand the Senſe of Seripture; 
they are willing we ſhould enjoy the liberty of uſing 
our o Y/ords :- provided always (it muſt be under- 
ſtood) we don't adopt Scripture-Words, and make 
them our oun. But our Brethren would do well to 
conſider, that where the Words of Scripture are 
plain, there is no need of a human Explication as a 
7 of our right underſtanding them; where they 
are deſignedly left not very plain, we ſhould be the 
more backward of advancing any of our Expli- 
cations as a Tef- ſo that human Words ought” in no 
caſe to be the 7% of the right underſtanding of 


* 


Scripture, E 9f17 ; | | | ee hes 
ln the next Point our Brethren have widely miſta- 
ken our Meaning. We never thought the Doctrines 
and Laws of divine Revelation to be ſuch, as ſuper- 
ſele the neceſſity of] any manner of Explication - nor 
did we deſign to argue againſt the Uſefulneſs of 
Men learned in the Laws of our Country, to in- 
terpret and explain them for the Counſel and Direc- 
tion of others. And we hope our Brethren will do 
us the Juſtice to think we have as high an Eſteem 
for the Office of Miniſters of the Goſpel as they can 
have; and in particular for ſuch & them, as are moſt 
Eminent for their Skill jn finding out the true Senſe 
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are ſo many % in our day: 
deſirous nothing wen Ca a to diſcour + 
| am improvement. But what eur Bre- 
have amwer' d, was quite another thing, 
% We would not treat (we ſay) the Laws of CU 
te with. leſs Reſpect than is paid to the Laws of our 
c Country. When any Form of Mods is preſcribed 
< by W TGiatre ag a Teſt or Deelaration, no May 
cor Number of Men, were ever allow'd to put au 
4 Exglication of their on or others, either inſtead 
<..of, thoſe Words, or together with them; not do 
de any preſume to do it.” That fs, Whatever Expli 
cation Men learned in the Law may give as the 
Meaning of ſuch. a Te, &c. in their private Opinion, 
and how agreeable ſoever ſuch their Explicat ion may 
be to it; yet the Words of che Law, and thoſe onj, 
axe to be given for the Feſt or Declaration which 
the Law requires. He that complies with this Teſt, 
is eſteemed; Recihis in curiâ; avoids all the Penalties 
threaten d in caſe of refuſing it, and is intitled to al 
the Advantages propos'd in caſe of complying with 
it. And we take, leave to fay, he muſt be a mean 
Lawyer indeed who would inſiſt upon it, that his 
Explication ſhould be uſed as a Feſt inſtead of, nay 
or together with, the Words of the Law; or that 
ſhould - adminiſter the Oaths of Alegiunce and Sutre- 
nge), for inſtanee, in other Words than thoſe of the 
Katme, however he imagin'd they expreſs d the de- 
texminate Senſe of them. Nay, tho it ſhould be 
ſuppos'd, that the Perſons to whom theſe Oaths 
were to be adminiſter d, might be ſuſpected of equi- 
vocating, and taking them in a Senſe different from 
what the Legiſlature deſign'd; and that giving them 
the Oaths in another Form, might be likely to prevent 
their doing ſo: yet even in this caſe, we are apt to 
think, that no private Perſons have a right, or would 
be allow d to alter and change the Words _—_ 


by Law. From hence we inferr'd, © Can the Words 
« of human Declarations be truſted to anſwer the Pur- = 
4 poſes of Civil Government, and not thoſe of God 


« to anſwer his? As then we would not reckon him 
a profound Divine, who when defired to give his Senſe of 
ripture (as his private Opinion, and on a proper 
Sckalon) ſhould only refer the Enquirer to the Text it 
of, without any manner of Explication ; ſo we cannot 
but think the moſt profound Divine would be miſta- 
ken, and act unwarrantably, if he ſhould require Aſ- 
ſent to his own, or any other human Explication, 
how true ſoever, as the diſtinguiſhing Evidence of 
another Man's Faith. | N 
We had ſaid further, We cannot conſent to what 
© in our Apprehenſion has ſuch a Tendency, eſpecially 
© in the preſent Circumſtances, to narrow the Chriſ 
« tian and Proteſtant Liberty of the People, and to 
© divert them from attending to practical Religion. 
In ſome Points and ſome Caſes we may no doubt 
« ſubmit to legal Demands, when yet we ought by 
“no means to countenance it, where there is uo Pre- 
« zeuce of Authority. How have theſe plain well- 
meaning Words been miſunderſtood ? Let it be con- 
ſidered a little, what is that we could not conſent to, 
being under an Apprehenſion that it might have the 
forementioned miſchievous Tendency ? Not the bare 
ſubſcribing, but the ſetting up what we ſubſcribed 
asa TEST, and making it neceſſary too for others 
to ſubſcribe, or lie under the Imputation of Hetero- 
doxy, and having renounced the Faith. If this be con- 
lider'd, it will plainly appear, that ſubſcribing when 
the Government requires it, and declining ir when 
required by our Brethren, are very conſiſtent things : 
Nay, it Will appear too, that we might with-Hneſ- 
ty do the former, and were in Prudence and Faithful- 
neſs obliged to the latter, while we were under the 
abovementioned Apprehenſion, Will not our — 
ER” thren 
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thren be preyailed upon to diſtinguiſh, between ſyb- 
mitting to ſueh Teſts when they are ſet vp ;. and en- 
ſenting to, or having a hand in the ſetting them up? 
between ſubmitting where, it will do more harm, 
than good to refuſe ; and conſenting here it will de 

more good than harm to; decline? Surely it will 
taking a legal Advantage upon the Terms fiy- 
ed by the Legiſlcure (when we .could do it ith 
a good Conſcience). and chufing thoſe Terms as good 
in themſelves, or conſenting to them as an Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Method of defending the Truth, or making Chrif- 
tians perſevere in the Fuitb . In this (which is the 
true and proper) View of the Matter, we ſtill think, 
<."Fhat what we could not conſent to, had aTendency 
© to narrow the Chriſtian. and Proteſtant Liberty of 


< the-People, and to divert them from attending to 
Practical Religion.” The Liberty of MixIsTrxs 
has been already broken in upon by this Method; 
inaſmuch as they could not avoid being ſuſpected 


2 Tendency of ſuch N ethods, to divert People's 


:h worle, : 


Up ON 7 Ops: n * L225 "#4 


_ | of ; #57 14e 


* 9 e * 4 tt 8 3 , _w 8 N ” : FL, 1 * * * . q a 3 * * * _ : 
- / f 
* ” 5 . * 1 p 1 , a 8 
Sl * 5 / . - 21 5 8 0 8 4 : 
"} #0} CG " p ** |; PSY 4 f 4 PE.” 
e 70 77 CV. 1 wv EY hk A 
5 - 

* " 25 — 7 1 - * 


been attended with more fatal Conſequences, if we 1 
had all ſubmitted to ſuch a Subſcription. For the 1 


natural Tepdency of our having, done ſo, would 


have beet 1 trinelerri 
ee 
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of God, «6 9957 it ought to be buike | 
10 found it upon human Explicarions and Deci- ; 
2 word : as the World has been more than once : 
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bur only as to the Prudence and Expediency of fach 
a Subſcription ; ſo we muſt declare, and have reafon 
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Preſumption in us, we would adviſe our Brethren 
not to lay the Streſs, either of the Doctrine, or its 1 
Inportance, upon human Forms; but upon thoſe only 
in which the Holy Ghoſt has laid it down. We 
are led to offer them this Advice, upon occalion 
of theſe very- remarkable Words of theirs, p. 51. 
* We are as filly perſnaded as any can be, that 
* Truth, without Holineſs . and Charity, will avail 
* thing ; and yet we are as certain that Truth, 
and this Truth in particular, has a neceſſary In- 
* fluence upon both the other; for this is a chief 
Article of the Myſtery of Godlineſs : and that | 
* Holineſs and Charity can never be truly E- | 
* vangelical, which does not flow from Faith un- | 
* feigned.” Are they certain, that this Truth in 
Tue Words has ſuch a neceſſary Influence upon 
Holineſs and Charity, that the Holineſs and Cha- 
rity which do not proceed from their Explica- 
tion, can never be truly Evangelical? This is 
again ſetting up their Explication in the place 
of Scripture: And we are very ſorry our Bre- 

| X 2 thren 


76 A Defence of the RE As O Ns, &, 
thren have cloſed their Obſervations in a manner 


ſo very harſh, and void of Charity. _ 


To conclude, We heartily join with them in 
an earneſt ' Prayer to 1 God, That we 
may ſee PEACE and TRUTH in our dap; 
and hope (notwithſtanding any preſent Difference) 
for their concurrence, in keeping the Unity of the Si- 
rit in the Bond of Peace, among our ſelves, and 
in all our Churches. This we fincerely profeſs 
was our Intention in what we have already dong, 


—— — — — = 10 


and ſhall be our future Aim and Endeavour. 
4 
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I. Extract from Mr. Tong's PRE FACE 
to his Book, entitled, A Defence of Mr. 
M. H's brief Enquiry into the Nature of 


I 5 i 
& T's certain he [ againſt whom Mr. Tong 
4 writes] is fallen into A moſt dangerous Error, 
making the Compilers of the Apoſfolical and 
Nicene Creeds, the InraLLiBLe INTERPRETERS of Scrip- 
ture ; for ſo he tells us: © We come to be infallibly 
* aſſured, that the Socinian Interpretation of Scripture 
* againſt the Divinity of Chriſt, is falſe ; becauſe it 
* contradicts that Article, I believe in Jeſus Chriſt, 
* the only-begotten Son of God; and that in the Ni- 
* cene Creed, God of God, very God of very God, be- 
e ing of one Subitance with the Father.” al: 
This is an Opinion which his own Spiritual 
Guides are obliged to chaſtiſe him for; being ſo con- 
trary to the avow'd Principles of all Proteſtant 
Churches, and to what our learned Doctors have 
worthily aſſerted in their late Writings againſt the 
Papiſts, to which I refer him for his better Infor- 
mation, Amongſt others, let him conſult the inge- 
11... 
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nious Dr. Sherlock, in his Preſervative againſt Pope. 
; Where having declared that the Proteſtants abide hy 
it which" ther fer plainly proved ant of Scripuge, 
Sls us pat this' (Queſtion, © How ſhall we ac 
at is the rut Knſe of Scriptute® and propoſes 
* three ways; either by an infallible Interpreter, 


2 8 2 the unanimous Conſent, of 2 or by 


euch human Means as are wed to out the Sauſe 
f other Books, He rejects the Pfetenſions of 
<< infallible Interpreter; and diſapproves of the Rule 
'x©'thers; and conclu at ere is no way left but 
eto expound it as we do other Writings, by con- 

< ſ{idering rhe 1 of Words 
2 and Phraſes, cf Scope and Context. of the Place, 


and the Repo of things, 24 alogy between 
— the Old an Were and the like” 
7 


Our Citizen has found out that Infallible Interpreter 
which the learned Doctor was ignorant of. He is i 
Fallibly qſſured of the Diuinity of Chriſt, becauſe the 
-Comptters of the Apoſtolical eee e 
So NEN nE TED Scrſpture: But What ff one ſhbuld 
Ask him, How he is fure that the Doctrines of the 
red, are Trxve Exrosrrrons of Scripture ? Either 
he muſt fall into the Circle, or reſolve his Faith into 
the Hifallibility of the Church, and Compilers of thoſe 
-Crecds; and therein he turns his back upon the Church 
of Exgland, and all the Reformed, in one of the prin- 
cipal and moft important Points of ,Controverly, 
the Reſolution of Frith. ; 5 
| IT will not ſuppoſe him fo ignorant as to think 
that the Apoſtles were the Authors of that Creed that 
gaes under their Name; Biſhop Pearſon, and Doctor 
Towerfſon will tell him the contrary: And by the 
Confeſſion of all Proteſtants, theſe Creeds are but 
ſummary Collections of the moſt principal Poctrines 
of Faith, put into that Form by falible Men, and 
are to be received no further, and on o other m_— 
: n {2 t 
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tham as they are conſonant to the Word of God ; 
aud therefore were never intended ag a Standard or 
Rule oh Faith, or as an infallible Interpreter of oy 
«hich is ſo. I wonder how thiggGendeman-would 
ave been infallibly aſſured of the Divinity of Chriſty 
be had lived BET thoſe SrMzols were extant. 2 
| wonder how he is 1 aſſured of the FRusn 
SexsE Of theſe Creeds... doubt he wants Oy C s 
to give. an infallible. Interpretation of ANOTHER, — 
ſo ad infinizum. But it he ſay the Sauſe of theſe Craeds is 
very plain and obvious to any ordinary Capacity; 10 
is the Teen too in all fundamental Points, and is fuffi- 
cient Aſſurance of the Truth of them, without the 
Aint Security of antient Creeds and Churches. 


Il. Extract from Mr. Robinſon's Px EAR 
to huis Book; entitled, A Plea for the late ac- 


/ curate and excellent Mr. Baxter, &c. 


| [ { * 
RK Hereupon J add, (T.) It fflould be no Matter 
VV of Debate among e whether Scriptural 
& other Terms, be to be prefer d; the very Won bs of 
deripture being ſacred as well as the SENSE. ( 2.J 
As to merely human Phraſes or Forms of ſpeaking, 
there are none upon any pretence fit to be 270 
The moſt plauſible Pretences commonly made uſe 
of for that purpoſe, are either on one Side, [Our 


Phraſes are of . venerable - Age; . what the Church | 


bas long been in poſſeſſion F] or perhaps on the o- 
ther Side, [( Our Terms, tho neu, are moſt clear 
and expreſſive of the Truth, aud. render it eafily in- 
rlligible to every, confidering Mind.] Now granting 
either the one or the other to be true, or (in ſome 
Inſtances) that they are both old, and ſignificant; yet 
allthat can follow thereupon, is, Therefore they. are ft 
be uſed; not, Therefore they may or ought to be impoſed. 


(s.) By 
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8 APPENDIX. 
(s.) By no means ſeek to impoſe upon otliert 
0 * ſelj-deviſed Phraſe, or Porgfof Expret 
fion, as if Truth could not be maintained without h 
neither lay ſo great a ſtrefs upon mere Words, 28 if 
Orthodoxy or Hereſy did depend upon them. And 
furely we ſhould have little Diſpoſition ſo ſucceſſively 
to cry up and contend for our reſpective Modes and 
Frms of ſpeaking, if we did conſider, 
1, What a trifling Spirit it argues wherever it 
has place! A Mind empty of every thing that is 
more great and manly ! A childiſh Spirit, that can 
find leiſure for, and pleaſure in, ſuch little inconſi- 
derable things. 9961015 e 
2dly, Eſpecially, if we alſo add (and I pray let 
it be added) how diſagreeable it is to a Spirit righth 
Chriſtian; and that on many accounts. Particularly, 
1. As it manifeſts too little Veneration for the Sacred 
Scriptures, How boldly are theſe, impeached of 
Inſufficiency, when Words and Phraſes, not to be met 
with here, are obtruded on the Church as neceſſi- 
ry; ſo neceſſary, that without them, the moſt impot- 
tant Articles of the Chriſtian Faith can neither be 
'Orthodoxly or Intelligibly expref?F. With modeſt Minds 
it ſhould. ſurely ſuffice to ſay ¶ they are apt, aud 
may be uſeful ;| but if their Neceſſity be preſs'd upon 
zn, they are at leaſt equalized with, if not preferd 
to thoſe of the Divine Spirit. And can any one 
who has the Spirit of Chriſtianity in him, deliberately 
agree to this; [My Words, my Phraſes are as necel- 
{ary as thoſe the Holy Ghoſt has choſen : He knew not 
how to convey his Senſe to the World, ſo well as 1?] 
If any will thus inſolently ſet up themſelves, and 
traduce the Sacred Oracles of our holy Religion, my 
Soul come not thou into their Secret ! ol 
22. Nor will Chriſtianity ſuffer that the Prerogs- 
tive of God ſhould be this invaded. His Sovereign 
Rights are hereby uſurped upon; foraſmuch as it 1s 


one of. his Peculiarities, to impoſe any thing * 
4 N | the 
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the Church as neceſſary. He claims it as what be- 
longs to him, not only to be #'Lawgiver, but to be 
the One, the Only' Lawgiver in reference hereto : 
And who are we, that we ſhould juſtle him out of 
his Throne? a Sas KJ os O 235 FACE TT TDI 2G I, Ort? 
z. How diſagreeing to the Spirit of Chriſtianity is 
it, to give way to, and countenance ſuch uncharituble Cen- 


fares ? [That ſuch- a- one is unſound, heretical, no Chriſ- 


tian, becauſe he does dor Us Mr Wokps.] How 
common a Guilt is this? And by how much the 
more lately ſuch an over-magnified Phraſe was in- 
troduced, ſo much the farther does the Cenſure 


4. We do not only hereby revile Chriſtians (and ſo 


end againſt the Generation of God's Children) but we 
do alſo debaſe Chriſtianity it ſelf - How contemptibly 
mean and vile is it rendered in the Eyes of Bà- Stan- 
ders, when they ſee us with ſo unproportionate Heat 
and Zeal contend for and againſt inſignificant Words 
and Phraſes, and labouring to proſelyte Men to thele, 
as if the Kingdom of Gop were in theſe LerTzrs and 
STLLABLES? How do they hereupon ridicule, and 
break - their 3 upon our holy Profeſſion? 
And how are they fixed in their Prejudices againſt 
it? And is it nothing to us that the Name of Chriſt 
aud Chriſtianity is blaſphemed thro us, by our 
means? 5 BH „ 
J. Beſides, how are we hereby diverted, our 
Minds diverted, from intending the moſt — — 
great and awful things that relate to Chriſtianity . Thoſe 
Principles and Practices that do moſt truly eſſentiate 
and conſtitute it; thoſe Truths which are according 
to Godlineſs, and which are adapted to advance or 
promote it; which do both tend to make the Tem- 
per of our Spirits better, and do excite us to do more 
good to others: Theſe are forgotten and overlooked. 
Hereupon (being — from what ſhould ani- 
. | mate 
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mate and nenriſh ys) daher Shaſtlineſs and IL.anguor 
appear in the 775 pf gur P 8 | Hare 1055 
become as dead M 
deliberately pros ey — Our — 4 — 

ſhould be to us inſtead of our Go, our Redeem, 
our Faith, our Hope, Our Lone, 7 5 Holiuaßs, our F 
ven; nor place out de Leal on THA Which tho 
be reſeryed far THESE. But again 

30%, H this Spirit Were 75 fo Landers tg 
Chriſtianity, tis uo way fit 0 he iudulkec an the ag 
count of thoſe dare Quarrels is mist neceſſarily in: 
troduce amongſt 24, It Would endleſh be conteſted 
(without the 117 of being ever decided) 
WAN Nea, Pur 4585s ſhould be, admitted as. ne- 
cefſary ;\ by What Ryrss their Neceſſity, dr Mo- ueceſſt 
ty ſhould be agjuſted'; or 8 Wnox the Juds- 
ment of this grand. Affair ſhould be entruſted. And, 

- 4thly, It would greatly tend (mould it obtain) 
to diſcourage all Improvements. 4 Every Ew 
creaſe' of Eight will require more or leſs ALTERATION 
to be made in the og and cuſtomary. Modes of Expreſ- 
fron; and conſ: a: tly exdanger a Perſon's. Reputation, 
At how much eaſier coſt may Men learn a Se of 
Phraſes that they do not vndeyſtand, and fave. their 
Pains, and their Orthodoxy at once? 

- 5thly,: and laſtly, It has nat the. LEAST Advani 
attending it, to compenſate for, and ſet againſt gl ts 
miſchievous Effefts. That which is commonly. pre- 
tended for it, is, That it may le a Security againſt Er. 
ror. But dan UTzz&Ly InsverIcientT'is it for apy 
ſuch: purpoſe? How poſſible, nay, how common 4 
Caſe is it, for Perſons to uſe the Says PHRASE, and 
yet not mean the Sams III? So vain, and ſo 
pernicious does it generally prove, when we leave the 
Mzrrops Gon Has PrEtscriBeD, and will 
Prevent or remove the Caurcn's Maiapies by Ways 
and Means of our un De. ' m 
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FT is the declared Opinion of the Non-Subſcti- 
bing Miniſters, That they have taken a more 
u Courſe to prevent the Growth of Er- 
© 7075 concerning the Doctrine of the Trixiry (whe- 
they thoſe” of Arim or aty other) by Jeclining''2 
Sub ſcription to human Mord, and referring 
< Holly to the Morde of Seripture, than their Bre- 
* thren have dons Who lately. ſubſeribed' human 
40 Brun e | oY 242 T 2 1 5 2 244% 535235 
This, dur Brerhren —— of, as ſomething very 
firange and unacebuntable; and many who are in 
nem wif of thinking; charge us with having given 
the yr Advantage to the Avians, » whilſt we think 
wer have talen te moſt proper Steps for their Con- 
fikatiin, aud to prevent the ſpreading of their Er- 
rors. Now, te What we have offered in the Re- 
phy for our Juſtifièation, we ſhall here add tlie Senſe 
of tu of uf Writers in the laſt Age upon this 
„ 77100 ora wr s mautdorm 
UL OT C1512 4 | MAP 120; 44 | \ hone oF 4 
Mr) Barter has theſe remarkable Words, in his 
Liſe, Part II. Pag. 198. Becauſe the antient 
* Churches: had once a happy Union on theſe 


Terms, T think that this is all that ſhould be re- 
% quired of any Church or Member ordinarily to 


© be profeſſed: [ In general, I do believe all that is 


© contarned in the Sacred Canonical Scriptures. And par- 


* ticularly, I believe all explicitly contained in the au- 
“tient Creed, aud I defire all that is contained in the 
© Lord's-Prayer, and I reſolve upon Obedience to the 
© teh Commandments, and whatever elſe I can learn of 


* the Mill of God.] If Particulars muſt be de- 


ſcended to, which ſome were now very buſy in 


drawing up, theſe were all that Mr. Baxter was 


, © For all other'Points, 
1 | 2 IT 


for : And-therefore he adds 
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that Men promiſe not to preach againf? them, 


dor comraditt them, though they ſubſcribe them 


v EL 
; 04 noi. y 


Mir. Baxter was ſo far from apprehending that 
any thing was eſſential, or neceſſary to Saluntion, Which 


has been drawn up by Councils, Aſſemblies, or Con- 
- vocations ſince the early Ages of Chriſtianity, that he 
ſays, He would have had the Brethren ' to. have 


© offered the Parliament the Creed (meaning that 


<« called the Apoſtles) the Lord - Prayer, and Deca- 
ce Hogue, as our Eſſentials or Fundamentals; which 
at leaſt contain all that is neceſſary to Salvation; 
c and hath been by all the antient Churches taken 
et for the Sum of their Religion. And whereas it 
.<© vas ſaid, A Socinian or a Papiſt will ſubſcribe all 
© this,] I anſwered, So much the better, and ſo 
cc 
cord. But if you are afraid of Communion with 
* Papiſts and Scinians, it muſt not be avoided by 
* making a Nxw Rule, or TEST of Faith, which they 
will not ſubſcribe to; or by forcing others to ſub- 
ſeribe to morè than they can do: but by calling 


WTI N, they Cox TRADICT or Abus the Truth 
e to which they Have: ſubſcribed. Nor muſt 
we make neu Laws, as oft as Hereticks will miſin- 
terpret and ſubſcribe the 0/4: For when you have 
put in all the Words you can deviſe, ſome Hereticks 
will put their own Senſe on them, and ſubſcribe 
them. And we muſt not blame Gop for not 
making a Law that no Man can miſinterpret 
or © break, and think to make ſuch-a-one Ou 
*© SELVEs,'-becauſe GOD could not, or would not. 
„ 'Theſe Preſumptions and Errors have divided and 
e diſtracted. the Chriſtian Churches, and one would 
ce think Experience ſhould ſave us from them.” Th 
Ft 7 es. . i E 


cc 


much the ter it is to be the Matter of our Con- 


them to an account, whenever in PrEacHins, 'or 
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ſor ſuch àa Method of dealing with Ariant, and o- 
ter erroneous Perſons, as that which we have taken; 


Declaration of the Glorious Myſtery of the-Perſon of Chriſt, 
57 . 7 PET 2 58 2 


God and Man. 


« man Empire gave Countenance and Protec- 
tion unto Chriſtian Religion, another way ( for 
« ſuppreſſing Herelies beſides Preaching, &c.) was 
2 fixed upon 8 namely, the Uſe of ſuch Aſſembli ot 
of Biſhops and others, as they called General 
© (macils; and with a mixed Power, partly Civil, 
and partly Ecclefiaſtical, with reſpe& unto the 
Authority of the Emperors, and that Juriſdic- 
in in the Church, which began then to be firſt 
* talked of. This way was begun in the Coun- 
* il. of Nice, wherein although there was a De- 
termination of the Doctrine concerning the Per- 
c ſon of Chriſt, then in agitation, ( and- oppoſed, 
as unto his Divine Nature therein) according 
* unto! the Truth; yet ſundry Evils and Incon- 


Faith of Chriſtians began greatly to be reſolved 
into the Authority of Men, and As Mucn, if not 
Mon Weight to be laid on what was decreed' 
by the Fathers there aſſembled, than on what 
was Cleary Tauchr in the Scriptures. . Be- 
' lides, being neceſſitated, as they thought, to ex- 
plain their Conceptions of the Divine Nature 
of Chriſt, in WoxDs either Nor Usep in S - 
ture, or whoſe Signification unto that purpoſe 


' given unto endleſs Contentions about them. The 
( . | | 
Grecians themſelves could not for a long Seafon 
agree among themſelves, whether via and vniraqrc” 
| | ** were 


« 
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The other Paſſage which we think fully declares 


In Proceſs of time, when the Power of the 


* zeniencies enſued thereon: For thenceforth the 


was Nor DertrmineD therein, occaſion was 
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« were of the ſame Signification or no, both of then 
e danotinq Eſſenes: and Subſtance; or whether: th; 
0 differ di in their Signiſtcatiom; or if they id 
herein that Difference lay. At banaſſur at fo 
> * aſſinmed them to be the fame; Orar. 50 cont, Aricy, 
2 & Epiſk ad African.” Bafikdenied them ſo to be; 
t or that they were uſed unto the ſame purpoſe} 
in the:Comcibof Nite; Epi. 78. The like Dit. 
ce. ference immediately tell out between the:Grecjuy/ 
< and Zatins about e and Perſona; for the 
Tatinr rendred Hypoſtafir By Subſtantia, and Perſo; 
* by Hereof Jerom complains in his Epi- 
*. ſtle to Dumaſus that they required of him in the 
Eaſt to confeſs'rres Hynuſtaſos, and he would only 
Laclmomledge tres Perſia, Epift- 51. Ad Af 
c un gives an account” of the ſame Difference, 
De Trinitate, lib. 5. cap. 8, 9. Athanafus endez- 
cc. vouired the compoſing of this Diſferenoe, and il 
4A good meaſure effected it, as Gg Of Nuria 
c . en afi rms in his Oration. coneerning his: Praiſe; 
NN as done by him in a Syuod at Alexandria in the 
<« ſitſt· Tear of Julian Reign. On this occaſion m- 
n Conteſts aroſe, even among them who all ple 
ce ded their Adherence unto the Docirine of the C 
ct h Nice. And as the ſubtle Arian made incre- 
< ible Advantage hereof at firſt; pretending that 
they oppofed ot the Deity f Chriſt but only the 
* Expreſfion of it by z; ¶ Obſerve, Reader, 
this unſeriptural Expreſſion was what gave tle 
ter Advantage to the-Arians] © ſo'atterwards 
L they conntenanced themſelves in coining Mori and 
e to expreſs their Minds with, which utter 
c rejected ĩti Hence were their S lle O, iratiag i 
70 zr ru; and the like Names of Blaſphemy, about 
S which"the Oonteſts were fierce and endleſs. 
% And: there were yet further Evils that enſved 
d hereon / For tlie curious: and Serpuatioe Wits of * 
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« finding themſelves by this means ſet at liberty 

« to think and diſcourſe of thoſe Myſteries of the 
1 Bleſſed Trinity, and the Perſon of Chriſt, with- 
* out much regard unto PLrain Divine TzsTiMo- 
& NES, in ſuch ways wherein Cunning and Sophiſ- 
try did much bear Sway; began to multiply ſuch 
. new, curious, and falſe Notions about them, eſpe- 
« cially about the latter, as cauſed new Diſturban- 
# ces, and thoſe of large extent, and long con- 
& tinuance. For their Suppreſſion, Councils were 
« called one on ©'the neck of another, whereon 
commonly eu Occafions of Differences did, ariſe, 
and 1775 of them managed with great Scandal 
unto hriftian Reli, ion. For Men began much 
*'to forgo the Primitive Ways of. oppofing Erxors, 
and extinguiſhing Hereſies, betaking themfelves 
© ynto their Bag the Number of their Party, and 
„Freralency with the preſent Emperors. —And 
it cannot be denied but that ſome of the princi- 
pal Perfons arid Aſemblie- who adhered unto the 
bub, did; in che Heat of Oppoſition unto che 
Heber of other Men, fall into wyjuſtifiable Exceſe 
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1 An” 4 hentick Account. of ſeveral. 
done and agreed upon by the Diſſenting Wa 


for Peace, Cc. with a Liſt of the Names of 
who have ſubſcribed them. 2. The Letter / 
with the Advices to Exeter. 3.. Reaſons for:noth 

L bing, as ſome of their Brethren did, the a 

offered to them on March. 3: 17. Price 4 d. 


I. A Repl to the Subſcribing Miniſters Reak bt 
in their Vindication; for declaring their ach 
this critical Juncture, and in other than ei 
Seripture- Words. Publiſhed by Agreement oa 
Committee of the Non-ſubſcribing Miniſters. Pr.. 


Both Printed for John Oka, Eu. Matthews, 
Richard Ford. 
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